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PREFACE. 


; 727 HAT gave riſe to the * 


ing attempt was my hearing a 
young Lady affirm, that ſhe ſaw no 
harm in going to a BALL. After I 
had put together the heads of it, I 
ſhewed it to a few friends, who were 
of opinion it might be productive of 
fome good if I would publiſh it; 
which I the more readily conſented to 
do, when I obſerved bow much the 
cuſtom of giving Balls at private 
houſes has of late prevailed, 


„„ * 
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Phe original deſign of the piece be- 
E ing only to ſet the diverſion of BALLS 
.in its true light, I had no intention 
[ of ſaying any thing concerning Plays, 
Cards, Sc. till 1 was adviſed to the 
| publication of it, when 1 thought that 
ſome few obſervations on thoſe amuſe- 
ments (eſpecially on the former) might 
not be unneceſſary ; however, I choſe 
rather 10 inſert them by way of 
Notes, than to break the thread of 
<obat was already drawn up relating 
' fo Baits; which will, J hope, be a 
ſufficient - apology for the length and 
frequency of the Notes diſper ſed up 
and down throughout the Book, 


At beds. 
* 


, 1 — 
E * 
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T ſhall not in the following treatiſe 
trouble you with any tedious account of 
08 origine of BALLS, PLAYS, or any 

| other 


5 5 ENS - 2 wa? 2 
is id 6 9", "I WV * : * 50 
„„ - 1 1 * « 

v 4 . IS. 


PREF A EE. vii 


other of thoſe faſhionable entertain 
ments; as well becauſe TI ſee no End 
that would thereby be anſwered, as 
becauſe 1 confeſs myſelf ignorant of 
the exact time of their riſe ; however, 
with regard to Cards, one of our 
London Chronicles forms us, that 
they were invented ſcarcely two cen- 
turies ago, for the recreatuon. of a 


King of France, who was almoſt, W - 
not altogether, an Igeot, 


Neither is it my deſign to make any 
mention of religious Dances, ſuch as 
vas that of Miriam the Propheteſs, 
and of the other Iſraelitiſh women, af 
ter the overthrow of Pharaoh and bis 
hoſt in the Red Sea, Exod. xv. 20. 
as alſo that of David before the Ark 
of the Covenant, 2 Sam. vi. 14. 
eu it would be a moſt ridiculous ab. 


Jurdity 


viii PR NFA . 

ſurdity to go about to prove that theſe, 
and other Dances recorded in Scri p- 
ture, are quite of a different nature 


and tendency from modern BALLs, 
and ASSEMBLIES. 


—— — —— NO I EY 


In the Parable of the Prodigal Son 

we are told, that his return to his kind. 
Father was celebrated with muſick and 
dancing; but can any one be fo abſurd 
as to infer from hence that we have a 
Scripture-ſanftion for Baits? no 
Jurely; the whole of the flery is a Pa- 
 rable : and as the very end of Para- 
bles is through the letter to convey ſome 
Spiritual meaning lo our ſenſes, ſo 
dancing is here mentioned as it is à 
uſual way of expreſſing joy; for we 

can no more ſippeſe that there was a , 
real Ball and entertainment given 
upon this occaſion, than that the cha- 
radtert 


C 


ratters, of the Prodigal and his Father 
were real: but as the whole Parable. 
was ſpiritually intended, to. g's? 
the return of a loſt fung 
bis reconciled fut her i Chriſt, þ the 
muſick, dancing, feaſting, &c. are 
only introduced to carry on the figure, 
and to repreſent fo. us, by familiar 
illuſtrations, the joy which is in hea« 
ven over one ſinner 2 — | 


My hearty wiſh is, that what i A | 
here offered to. your peruſal and ſerious 
reflection, may have the Jame bappy 
Feli upon many readers of t it in print, 
as T have reaſon to hope it had in ma- 
nuſcript upon the Lady for whoſe be» 
nefit it was chiefly defigned : upon 
which account, I earneſily intreat Jour 

patience 10 go through the whole ; or 
1 1 T hope you will not toſs it fide 
before 
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Before you have well begun it, with 


declaring, that, * you never ſaw ſuch 
* horrid ſtuff 1n all your days.” 


Truth is a mighty weapon, though 
wielded by a weak hand; wherefore 
fince I have this on my fice, I do not 
deſpair of convincing all thoſe who 
bill weigh what they read with a fair 
unbiaſſed judgment. As to merit, I 
claim none, but that of a good inten- 
tion, and would not willingly give 
offence, where 1 hope to render the 


any take exception at. what they meet 
with in the courſe of this little pam- 
phlet, let me beg them to ſearch into 
their own hearts, and examine care- 
Fully whether an unwillingneſs to part 
with thoſe idols, the keeping of which 
ws can no other defend than by 


re- 


greateſt of all ſervices : if therefore... 


PREFACE * 
refuſing to hearken to the voice of 
Scripture, Reaſon, and Conſcience, 
may not in ſome meaſure be the cauſe 
of their being diſpleaſed at what they 


And NoW, heartily recommending | 
what follows to the bleſſing of God, 
and humbly ſubmitting it to your can- 
dor, I beg leave to ſubſeribe myſelf 


Your moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble Servant, 


The Auron. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


A#XXKLTHOUGH it is the 
5 A - undoubted duty of every 
NN Chriſtian to do all in his 
power to promote the Salvation of 
others, yet he ſhould be careful to 
guide his words with diſcretion, and 

| . not 


xiv INTRODUCTION, 


not to urge any thing upon thoſe 
with whom he hopes to ſucceed, 
without defending his cauſe with 
weighty and forcible arguments z leſt 
he ſhould make them imagine, be- 
cauſe he advances little or nothing 
on his own fide of the queſtion, that 


__ conſequently there is little or no- 
wy to be ſaid in ſupport of it. 


It is upon this plan that! purpoſe, 


with God's aſſiſtance, to purſue my 
defign of proving the abſolute un- 


lawfulneſs of the now ſo faſhionable 
diverſion of BALLs; and though I 
am ſenſible that the mighty torrent 


of cuſtom is againſt me, and that I 


may be branded with the appellation 
of a preciſe fanatic ; yet I hope to 


demonſtrate with the cleareſt evi- 


dence, that BaLLs are entirely in- 
conſiſtent 


INTRODUCTION. xv 


conſiſtent with the Spirit of Chri/- 
_ tanity, and that it is not poſſible 
to be preſent at them without in- 
curring great . guilt, All I deſire 
of thoſe who read the following 
pages is, (what I have already re- 
queſted in the preface) that they will 
for a little while diveſt themſelves of 
all prejudice, and not blindly reſolve 
to condemn, before they read. The 
arguments I ſhall bring are all found- 
ed upon Scripture and plain Reaſon ; 
therefore, till they can be anſwered 
from Scripture and plain Reaſon, it 
is neither Laughter, Sneers, nor Ri- 
dicule, that can invalidate their 
force. IE, 


Obſerve here, that I addreſs my- 
ſelf chiefly to thoſe who have ſome 
good deſires, and yet indulge them- 
B 2 ſelves 


xvi INTRODUCTION, 


felves in the practice of going to 
BarLs, becauſe they are not con- 
vinced of their evil tendency ; for 
to prove their ſinfulneſs to ſuch as 
Hh are determined to go to them at all 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| events, would indeed be labour in 
Y vai. 
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SECTION I. 


remember to have heard 


brought in vindication of BAL ILS, 


are, 


Firſt, That they are no where 
forbidden in Scripture, and conſe- 
quently are innocent. | 


Secondly, That many good Chriſ- 
tians go to them. 


Thirdly, That provided a _ 
does not make a conſtant practice of 
going to them, there can be no 
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18. Addreſs relating io BALLS, &c. 

harm in them now and then by way 
of relaxation; and, that by mixing 
ourſelves ſometimes with the diver- 
ſions of the World, we return with 


greater reliſh to retirement and reli- 
gious Duties. 


Whether Bar rs are particularly - 
forbidden in any place of Scripture, 
I will not take upon me to deter- 
if mine: let it ſuffice for my preſent. 
purpoſe that they are forbidden by 
the whole voice of Revelation, inaſ- 
much as every thing is ſtrictly for- 
' bidden that may diſorder our Souls; 
and be deſtruQive of that meek, 
3 humble, contrite Spirit, which con- 
15 ſtitutes the real Chriſtian; and that 
BALLs do tend entirely to prevent 
the attainment of ſuch a temper, 
2 and cannot but be very pernicious io 
* og our 
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our Souls, will be fully proved 
hereafter. There are many things 
not particularly forbidden in Scrip- 
ture, which yet every one muſt al- 
low to be very great and heinous Sins; 
and were we to do what we pleaſe, 
from the notion that what we do is 
no where particulatly forbidden in [8 
| Scripture, what great exttavagancies 188 
would ſuch a fancy lead us into? 108 
We are no where throughout the 1 
whole Bible commanded not to ſet 
an houſe on fire, yet no-body can 
be ſo weak as to imagine it is no fin 
wilfully to commit ſuch an action; 
and that, becauſe the whole tenor 
of Seripture forbids us to injure our 88 
neighbour. Beſides, had our Sar 
viour and his Apoſtles given a parti- 1H | 
- cular prohibition againſt ' all the 
fooleries at the depraviey of fallen 


man 
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man hath invented, might we not 
ſay with Saint Jobn, that even the 
world itſelf could not contain the books 
that ſhould be written (a)? 


But have we any reaſon to think, 
that at the time when Chriſtianity 
was firſt preached, there were any 
ſuch pleaſures among Cbriſtians as 
are to be met with in a modern 
Ballroom? No, the honour of 
theſe improvements is all due to us, 
who have been ſo long bleſſed with 
the tranſcendent light of the Goſpel ; 
ſcarcely did the 1 world, in the 
midſt of their idolatrous darkneſs, 
ever arrive at that exquiſite perfection 
in all kinds of Diverſions, Luxury, 
and E. xtravagance, that is now to be 
met 


(9): John xxi. 25. 
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met with amongſt thoſe who are 
reckoned good Chriſtians. 


But granting, that at the time 
of the planting of Chriſtianity, there 
really were ſome ſuch entertainments 
amongſt Heathens as modern BALLS; 
yet we cannot ſuppoſe that Chri/t 
and his Apaſtlas ſhould think it ne- 
ceſſary to tell their Converts, that 
they could not romp and ſkip about 
Hlee buffoons, and merry-andrews, 
in all the glare of expenſive dreſa, 
amongſt a croud of unconverted 
Heathens, either for their own di- 
verſion, or for that of the compa- 
ny, and at the fame time ſanctih 
the Lord God in their Hearts (ö). 
preſerve a truly Chriſtian Spirit, 


and 


(b) x Pet, iii. 15. 


af 
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and be /iriving to enter in at -the 

flrait Gate (c). Can any 'man in 
his ſenſes make ſuch a e 
ſition? 


But ew (according to the ſecond 
argument) it will be ſaid, that the 
world, at leaſt the part of it which 
we inhabit, is now become Chri/- 
lian, and that the company we meet 
at theſe nociurnal revellings,: called 
BALLs,: are not 3 but Gee | 
| Hans. SIE, 40 
1 grant that they are ſo called, 
and that they have the external 
appearance of Chriſtianity; but are 
they Diſciples of that bleſſed Jeſus, 
ho is meek and lowly in heart (d)? 
= - : Are 


(e) Luke xiii. 24. (a) Mat. xi. 29. 
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Are they crucified to the world, and 
the world to them (e)? Do they bun- 
ger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs ? 
Are they of the number of thoſe i 
pure in heart, thoſe poor in ſpirit, | 
or of thoſe meek and biefſed mourners x 
(J), to whom our Lord has pro- — 
miſed the kingdom of heaven? 
Are they preſſing toward the mark, 
for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Chrijt Jeſus, (g)? Are 
they redeeming the time, becauſe the 
days are evil (b)? Are they not 
often engaged in that ib talk- 
ing and jeſting, which the Apoſ- 
tle tells us are not convenient (1) 2 
Does the word of Chriſt dwell in 
them richly, teaching and admoniſb- 
5 ing 
(e) Gal. vi. 14. (% Mat. v. 3. — 6. 
() Phil, i. 14. (5) Eph. v. 16. 
I.) Eph. v. 4. | 
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ing one another (k), warning the un- 
ruly, comforting the feeble-minded, 
and ſupporting the weak (1)? Are 
they giving diligence to make their 
calling and election ſure (m), left a 
| promiſe being made them of entering 
into his reſt, any of them ſhould ſeem 
to come ſhort of it (n): ? [ the love 
of God ſhed abroad in their hearts by 
the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto 
them (o)? Have they received the 
Spirit of Adoption whereby they cry 
abba Father? and do they through 
that Spirit mortify the deeds of the 
body (p)? Are their affections ſet on 
things above, and not on things on 
the earth (q)? Are they not conform- 
ed to this e evil world (r)? 
inſtead 


_ (4) Coloſſ. in. 16. (1) 1 Theſl, v v. 14. 
(m) 2 Pct. i. 10, (n) Heb. iv. 1. | 

(e) Rom. v. 5. (D) Rom. viii. 13, 15. 
(7 Colofl. in. 2. (r) Rom. xli. 2. 
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inſtead of 7aking thought wherewithal 
they ſhall be clothed (s), are they 
ſeeking to adorn themſelves in the hid- 
den man of the heart (t)? Are they 
renewed in the ſpirit of their minds 
(2) ? Does Chriſt dwell in their hearts 
by faith (w) ? Do they take up their 
croſs daily, and deny themſelves, and 
fallow him (x)? Are they living as 
rangers and pilgrims upon earth 
(y)? Do they continue inſtant in 
prayer (Zz)? Have they that meek | 
and quiet fhirit, which St. Peter a. 
ſures us is of ſuch great price in the © 1 
fight of Ged (a)? Are they blameleſs 
and barmleſs, the Sons of God, amidſt 
a crooked and perverſe nation, among 
„5 i Whom 


(s) Mat. vi. 31. | () 1 Pet. hi. 4. 
i e, v4 
(x) Mat, xvi 24. (y; Heb. x1. 14. 25 
7 1 


1 8 | Pe. 1 
ta IQ Kt, 4.2; „FFF 
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whom they ſhine as lights in the «world 
(5)? In a word, are they new crea- 


tures in Chriſt Teſus (c)? 


Theſe, and ſuch as theſe, are 

Scripture-marks of a Chriſtian ; and 
| Scripture is the only touchſtone 
whereby we can, according to the 

Apoſtle's command, try the Spirits 

whether they are of God (d): and 

though we are not to paſs haſty 

cenſures upon any, yet we muſt not 
ſo far diſhonour the Goſpel of our 
j bleſſed Saviour, as to admit every 
vain pretender to Chriſtianity into 
the claſs of true believers; for as 

ſure as Gop's word is true, any 

perſon who has not the before-men- 
| e 8 tioned 


(5) Philip. ii. 15. (c) 2 Cor. v. 17. 
(4) 1 John iv. 1, 25 
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tioned marks of a Chriſtian, can lay 
no juſt claim to the name: There- 
fore before we waſte our precious 
time at BALLS, Prays, CaRD- 
TAaBLEs *, &c. upon the preſump- 
C 2 tion 


* Permit me here juſt to put a queſtion 
or two to every Lady who frequents Card- 
tables, Firſt, how can you conſiſtently with 
your chriſtian profeſſion in the leaſt degree 
countenance a practice, which evidently is 
and has been attended with ſuch fatal conſe- 
quences as gaming is known to produce ? 
Secondly, Can any woman who ſpends great 
part of an evening in playing at Cards, and 
no inconſiderable part of the morning in re- 
ceiving, ſending, reading and writing Cards 
for engagements, reaſonably conclude that ſhe 
is clothing herſelf with the whole armour of 
God, and working out her own ſalvation with 
fear and trembling ? Eph. vi. 13. Phil. ii. 12. 

But you will perhaps tell me, you are by. no 
means a conſlant player at Cards, and when you 
do, it is only for a trifle, juſt to kill the time, or 


paſs 


— 


« p _ w- 0 5 
— e ]‚§«— ᷣ 3 — — — — — — a 9 
2 oy EY — — ns — _—_—y — — 
” 


28. Addreſs relating to BALLs, &c. 


tion that many good Chriſtians make 
no ſcruple of going to them, how 
much does it behove us to examine 
whether the above Scripture-marks 
of a Chriſtian do appear (and where 


they are, ny muſt appear) in thoſe 


_ perſons 


| paſs away an idle hour, and that by playing 


at Cards you often avoid doing much worſe !. 
Though I will not pretend to deny the truth 
of this aſſertion, yet I hope it will be ſuffi. 


cient anſwer to ſay, that I am forry you 


think the ſhort time allotted you in this ſtate 


of probation to prepare your Soul for Eter- 


nity, to be ſo very cheap a drug that you will 
ſell it for à trife, when you ate ſo ſolemniy 
called upon to redeem it; and that it will be 
as vain an excuſe to that idle unprofitable 


| ſervant who hid his lord's talent in the earth; 


Mat. xxv. 25. to fay; he might have been 


ding worſe z as it would be for a criminal 


who was accuſed of theft, to plead in his 


own behalf that he might have been com- 
mitting murder. JT; 


* 4 
. 8 2 hk 
7. 


A 
 -*: 
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perſons by whoſe examples we ſuffer 
ourſelves to be led? For if theſe 
be the Bible-evidences of a Cbriſtian, 
and if they are not found in thoſe 
whoſe Religion is ſet up for the 
warrant of BALLs, then their pre- 
ſence at them cannot juſtify or au- 
thoriſe them; and we are reduced 
to the neceſſity either of diſbelieving 
the Bible, or elſe of believing that 
thoſe who have not theſe evidences 
are no otherwiſe Chriſlians than by 
name and outward profeſſion. 


St. Paul aſſures us, that he is not a 
Jeu who ig one outwaraly, neither is 
that circumciſion which is outward in 
the fleſh; but he is a Jeu who is one 
inwardly, and circumciſion is that of 
the heart, in the ſpirit, and not in 
| 25 | C 3 | | the 
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PLav-Hovsts, of any of thoſe 
 Seminaries of Vice, which Satan and 
his inſtruments have eſtabliſhed in 
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the letter (e): So he is certainly no 


Chriſtian who is only one outward- 


ly ; neither is that baptiſm which 
confiſts in the meer outward waſhing 
of water ; but he is a Chriſtian who 
is one inwardly, and baptiſm is that 


of the heart, in the ſpirit, and not 
in the letter only. 


No, as it is impoſſible for any 


body to object againſt this conclu- 
ſion, entertain not for the future 
ſuch unworthy notions of a real 


Criſtian, 10 has in him the mind 


that was in Chriſt (J), as to fuppoſe 


that ſuch an one will go to BAL Ls, 


this 
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this land; and which they would 
honour with the ſpecious but falſe 
name of innocent diverſions v. 

J have 


= 


* It is indeed aſtoniſhing, how any per- 
fon, who makes the leaſt pretenſions to Chriſ- 
tianity, can poſſibly be ſeen at a Play-houſe, 
fince our Comedies in general are not only 
ſtuffed with oaths and impieties, but with 
ſuch obſcenities as a modeſt Heathen would 
have bluſhed at; yet even the, are peihaps 
not productive of ſuch evil conſequences as 
many of .our Tragedies, to which grave ma- 
trons carry their wards with the notion of 
their learning inſtructive leſſons of VIX TE 
and Mon AL ITV. Now if ranting, romantic 
love, pride, vain - glory, revenge, luft, and 
cruelty, (not to mention ſelf- murder) be eſ- 
teemed Virtue and Morality, I muſt confeſs 
that moſt of our celebrated Trapedies abound 
with theſe; and that there is no place in the 
world better calculated to make young people 

N | truly 
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I have now, I hope, fully anda 
ted the two firſt arguments in favour 


of 


truly virtuous and moral, than the two 
Theatres of Covent Garden and Drury-Lane. 


But you object, that the defign of Plays 
is not to encourage, but to laſh the follies of 
Mankind, by giving us a proper abhorrence 
of thoſe vices which are expoſed upon the 
Stage. 

What validity there is in your objection, 
may be diſcovered by deſiring you to conſider 
in what light you would look upon a Lady, 
who being anxious to have her averſion to 
_ oaths, blaſphemy, and obſcenity increaſed, 
ſhould make all her ſervants come into her 
' preſence, and give them a crown to curſe, 
ſwear, act and talk indecently, till ſhe found 
her antipathy for theſe crimes raiſed to a 
proper pitch : or fearing leſt her ſon and 
daughter were not enough dilgatted at the 

| | | fins 
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of BAL Ls, and proved beyond all 


diſpute, that they are forbidden by 


the 


ſins of unchaſtity or drunkenneſs, was to 
admoniſh the one to frequent houſes of ill 

fame, and the other to ſpend a few hours 

with a company of drunkards at a tavern, 


Since I have touched on this ſubject, I 


beg leave to relate the following fact, which 


however ſhocking it may appear to a Chriſ- 
tian, I myſelf was eye-witneſs of ſome years 
ago, when with ſhame and ſorrow [ confeſs 


I was a great frequenter of Play houſes, * It 
ewas at the benefit of a certain Dancing- 


© maſter: The boxes were moſtly filled with 
© young children who I ſuppoſe were. the 
* ſcholars of this maſter, and came to have 
« their infant ideas formed by a lewd Come- 


dy. Between the acts, or after the play, I 


forget which, one of theſe children who 


© ſeemed to be about ſeven years old, came 


* forth, and danced two publick minuets 


3 on the Rage: wn her maſter ; without 


doubt 


r 
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« mauvaiſe honte at ſo tender an age.“ 
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| 

| the whole tenor of Scripture, and 
that none but thoſe who content 
| themſelves with the Shadow of 
0 Chi iſtianity inſtead of the ſubſtance, 
will ever be frequenters of them. 


The third argument in favour of 
BALLS, yet remains to be anſoò er- 
ed; namely, that * provided we do 

not make a conſtant practice of 
going to them, there can be no 
harm in them now and then, by 
way of relaxation; and that by 
mixing ourſelves ſometimes with 


C the 


doubt to the no ſmall ſatisfaction of her 
good Mama, whoſe heart muſt needs alſo 
dance with joy, to ſee her dear child ſo 
much applauded by fo polite an aſſembly ; 
and that ſhe had already acquired Je corps 
* degage, and was totally freed from all 
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© the diverſions of the world, we 
return with greater reliſh to retire- 
© ment and religious duties.“ 


To this I readily and briefly 
reply, that the ſame reaſons, why 
we ought not always to be preſent 
at them, hold good why we ſhould 
never be preſent at them; unleſs 
you will roundly maintain that we 
CAN ſerve God and Mammon (g); 
that when we are called 79 give cur 
hearts to God (6), a part of them is 
only meant; and that we may 
ſometimes indulge a trifling worldly ' 
ſpirit, and ſometimes be devout and 
heavenly-minded ; which is not at 
all leſs abſurd than if you were to 
ſay, we may be ſometimes drunk 

1 and 


(2) Mat. vi. 24. (+) Prov, xxiii. 26. 
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and ſometimes ſober; ſometimes 
honeſt and ſometimes diſhoneſt, 


Let me farther add, that it is a 
miſerable ſign of our being yet dead 
in fin, that we can look upon ſuch 
things in the light of relaxations ; 
and to be able to take delight in 
them now and then, argues our na- 
ture to be as much unrenewed, as 
if we were pleaſed with them every 
night of our lives. And thoſe who 
aſſert, that by mixing ourſelves ſome- 
times with the diverſions of the world, 
we return with greater reliſh to re- 
 tirement and religious duties; might 
with as great propriety affirm that 
 Barrs and PLays were means of 
grace, and highly proper to kindle 
a ſpirit of devotion ; that a fure way 
tO, become truly religious, is to lay 
our 
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our good thoughts aſide, to mix 

ourſelves with vain, worldly com- 
pany, and do as they do; in ſhort, 

to ſtifle all the motions of God's 

Spirit, and drive him from us. 


Would you not think any man a 
proper object for Bedlam, that ſhould 
ſeriouſly give you ſuch advice as 
this, in order to make you a more 
zealous Chriſtian? yet however mon- 
ſtrous and abſurd this may ſeem, it 
is not at all more ſo, than the 
before mentioned argument for 
ſometimes indulging ourſelves in 
the diverſions of the age, in order 
that we may return to the practice 
of Religion with greater earneſtnels 
and ſatisfaction. | 


D But 
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"But farther, what a deplorable 
Nate muſt that ſoul be in, that is 
obliged to have recourſe to ſuch 
| miſerable ſhiſts? How unfit to 
launch into eternity, where we are 
to be happy day and night in ſweet 
_ communion with God, and in fing- 
ing praiſes to the Lamb for ever 
and ever; (and that without any 
BALLSs, CARDS, &c. to relax our 
minds and encreaſe our zeal) how 
unfit, I ſay, muſt that ſoul be for 
ſuch a work as this, that had rather 
ſpend five or fix hours at a BALL, 
than in religious Meditation, Prayer, 
holy Diſcourſe, reading the word of 
God, or any other good book ? Sure- 
ly the joys of heaven muſt be very 
inſipid to ſuch an one, and the em- 
ployment 
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ployment of ſaints and angels no- 
thing but mere — 1 


But it is not ſo with the true 
Chriſtian, He looks upon his Maſ- 
ter's yoke as light and eaſy (i); and 
| his commandments are more defire- 
able to him than fine gold; yea, 
ſweeter than honey and "the honey 

— conb 


Let us learn wiſdom from the tender 
infant ; how does he brook the abſence of 
a kind parent? Can all the tales that old 
wives have invented, ſooth the anxiety he 
ſuffers by ſuch. a ſeparation? How then is 
it poſſible that a dear child of God can 
chuſe to be lulled for hours together into a 
total forgeifulneſs of the happy relation he 
| bears to the Lord Jehovah, by ſuch poor, 
low, irratioral inventions, that many good 
old wives would have been aſhamed ta 
have been the authors of? 


(i) Mat. xi. 30, 
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comb (2). The heart of the true 
Chriſtian is changed, and fixed 
upon heavenly objects; therefore, 
he is conſtant and ſteady in his obe- 
dience. His religion does not in- 
fluence him only by fits and tarts ; 


nor can he lay it aſide in order to 


attend the pleaſures of the world, 


and take it up again when he has 
no other engagements upon his 


If this then be the character of 


the true Chriſtian, what ſhall I ſay 
to thoſe who have ſcarcely the 
ſhadow of it? Can you poſſibly 


think that you have obtained zhe 


new heart and the new ſpirit (I). 
G which God hath promiſed to his 


faithful 


(i) _ xix. 10. (1) Ezek, xxxvi. 26, 27. 
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faithful people; and that 7he /ame 
mind is in you that was alſo in Chriſt 
Jeſus (m), when you are pleaſed 


with thoſe very things, with which 


the moſt profligate part of the world 


is pleaſed? Certainly there can be 


no greater proof that the ſame diſ- 


poſitions and tempers are in you 
that are in them, and that you are 


of thoſe very people whom St. Paul 
ſtiles vers of pleaſure, more than 
lovers of God (n). 


(m) Phil. ii, 5. () 2 Tim. iii. 4. 
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SECTION II. 


H Us much for my anſwer 
to the third argument in fa- 


| vour of BALL Ss. And now, I cannot | 
but think that every unprejudiced 
perſon will allow, that what J have 


already advanced is ſufficient to 
overthrow whatever has been, or 


can be ſaid 1 in vindication of them. 


However, [> 


- Firſt, It is not my intention to 
ſtop here, but to proceed to ſhew 
yet farther, that the diverſion of 
BALLs is totally deſtructive of every 
religious Tentiment, inſomuch that 
it ſtrikes at the very root of Chriſ- 
tiauity. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, J ſhall lay before you 
the reaſons why the evil tendency, 
and actual wickedneſs of this kind 
of amuſement, is nevertheleſs ſo 
little perceived, that many ſouls are 
hurried away by it, without being 
ſenſible of their ercor. 


 Laſth, I ſhalt add a word of 

exhortation and caution, concerning 
the great danger of a blind confor- 
mity to come and example. 


And Firk, That the cuſtorh of 
 Barrs is deſtructive of every reli- 
gious fentiment, can any one deny 
who takes an impartial view of the 
 frequenters of them, conimonly 
called the BEST company? By far 
the greater part of whom, if they 

live 


PPP — ws 
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live not in any outward notorious 
wickedneſs, yet ſeem perfectly in- 


different and lukewarm in what 


concerns their ſouls: Their Reli- 


gion is a thing by the bye, a formal 


lifeleſs piece of ceremony, which 


only ſerves to their greater delu- 
ſion. 


Now, if this be the caſe, (and 
would to God it were not) may we 
not ſafely affirm, that there are 
more people kept from God by 
BALLs, and ſuch like trifling amuſe- 
. ments, than by more palpable and 
groſs ſins? For the latter are more 
apt to gall the ſinner's conſcience, 
and ſend him to Chriſt for eaſe; 
whereas the former, whilſt they 
reſiſt the Grace of God, and 
quench the Givigs of his Spirit, 
rather 
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rather keep conſcience aſleep, and 


by that means gnaw like a canker- 
worm, and as it were undermine 
the ſoul without our being ſen- 
fible of receiving oy injury from 


them. 


God forbid that 1 thould Here be 
underſtood as if I thought it neceſ- 


ſary for all perſons to be guilty of 


notorious fins, in order to make 
them ſenſible of their want of a 


Saviour's merits ; for this is fo far 


from being my meaning, that I 


would willingly convince you of 
the great danger of looking upon 


any fin as little, and ſhew you how 


highly diſpleafing every thing muſt 


needs be in the ſight of an all- -pure 
God that has even the leaſt ten- 
dency to. evil. 


But 
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But whether all perſons chooſe 


to look upon the diverſions of 


BAL1sS as wicked or not; yet we 
have the authority of an Apoſtle to 


ſay, that ſhe that liveth in pleaſure, 
ts dead while Jhe liveth (o). She 


may indeed be in perfect health 


and ſpirits ;. and be greatly admired 
for her gaiety and vivacity, whilſt 


her poor ſoul is languiſhing and 
dying within her; ſo that whilſt 


ſhe is alive to the pleaſures of the 


world, ſhe is really dead to the 
things of God. 


Stella and 8 ſay, they ſel- 


dom dance but at the aſſizes, and 
it is very hard people may not di- 
vert themſelves a little upon theſe 


| publick 
(o) 1 Tim. v. 6. 


%E 
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publick occaſions: But let me tell 
Stella and Jucundus (if they will 
promiſe not to aff light me with the 
horrid names of Methodiſt and Fn- 


thuſiaſt) how they may ſpend the 


time of the aſſizes, much more 
conformably to the word of God, 


and much more profitably to them- 
ſelves and others. 


When Stella and Jucundus hear 


the ſound of the Trumpet proclaim 
the entrance of the Judge, let 


them conſider how they are pre- 
pared to hear the ſound of the laſt 


| Trumpet, when he dead ſhall be 


raiſed incorruptible, and when this 


mortal ſhall put on immortality ( r-) 
When they hear the priſoners ſum- 


moned into court, let them reflect, 


that 


(00 1 Cor. xv. $2, — 54. 
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that the time approaches when we 
muſt all ſtand before the awful 
tribunal of Chriſt, where witneſles 
cannot be ſuborned, where all the 
thoughts of our hearts will be ex- 
poſed, and where Judgment will be 
laid to the Line, and R1ghteouſneſs 
fo the Plummet (9)- 


Do they kite that any of the 
unhappy Malefactors are condemn- 
ed to death? Let them think, that 
this ſentence, horrible as it is, is 


but from the mouth of an earthly 
judge, and the death to which they 
are conſigned is only temporal; and 
let this conſideration excite them, 
inſtead of conſuming whole nights 


in rioting and revelling at the aſ- 
ſemblics, 


(2) Iſa. xxviii. 17. 
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ſemblies, to ſpend them ia v 1 

and exhorting theſe unhappy ob- 
jects, in faſting, weeping and pray- 
ing for them, if peradventure their 
ſins may be forgiven them, and 
they may eſcape that far more tre- 
mendous ſentence of their heavenly 
judge, which ſhall be pronounced 
againſt all that &now not God and 
obey not the Goſpel of 0 our Lord Je eſus 


Chriſt (r). 
Now I Ry alk Stella g Ju- 


cundus whether an aſſize ſpent in 
this manner is not every way con- 
ſiſtent with the character of Chriſ- 
tians? and how any perſons who 
pretend to a delicacy of ſentiment, 
much leſs to religion, can. ſo far 

3 l 


| (7) Mat. XXV. 41. 1 Theſl. 1 8. 
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forget the feelings of their fellow- 


creatures as to make the time of 


their wretchedneſs a ſeaſon of mirth, 


YO and . 


Another weighty argument againſt 


' Bars is, that they prevent people 


from looking into themſelves, and 


cheriſh a vain, trifling, unchtiſtian 


ſpirit ; not only for the time being, 
but oftentimes for whole days and 
weeks before and after; as any un- 
prejudiced perſon muſt allow, that 
has heard what wonderful ſatisfac- 


tion young Ladies frequently ex- 


preſs at the thoughts of an ap- 
proaching Aſſembly, and what ſtu- 
died preparations they make for 
their dreſs upon the Ball night : 


And when this is over, what ample 
fields for ſcandal are opened from 


: the 


ö 
d 
4 


the behaviour and particularities of 


the company? What edifying con- 
verſation does the faſhionable or un- 
faſhionable flounce of ſuch a lady's 


negligee, or the prepoſtrous ſize of 
her hoop afford? And how often 


is the ruſtic aukwardneſs or unpa- 
rallelled elegance of an entertain- 


ment diſcuſſed? 


Perhaps fome will fay, r is 


* true, theſe things muſi in general 


© be allowed to be contrary to the Spi- 
* rit of Chriſtianity, and many may 


© be greatly hurt by them, but I 


85 Ne ber think ; of a BALL before 1 go 


0 it; at leaſt when 1 do, it is 
© with mere indifference ; 1 give my- 
* ſelf no trouble about my dreſs, nor do 


Jever make any ſatyrical remarks 


upon the company; therefore bo- 


E 2 ever 
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© ever ſome people may abuſe theje 
* 1nnocent amuſements, I never was 


© the worſe for them in all my life” 


To this I anſwer; that it is a 
wretched mark of an unrenewed 
heart, to fancy that you can go to 
ſuch places without being hurt by 
them ; as nothing can more tend 
to deaden Grace and to extinguiſh 
the Life of God in the Soul, than 
the vain converſation, and trifling 
behaviour of the company one ge- 
nerally meets with at BAL LS. But 
if you ate determined not to allow 
that you yourſelf are the worſe for 
theſe. things, (though you confeſs 
that many people may be greatly 
hurt by them ;) yet, are you not 
aware of the harm you do by your 
example, and that you are, though 
TP os you 
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you may not think of it, ſoothing 
others in their ſins, and contributing 
your part to keep them in a ſtate 
of impenitency ? Surely this will 
be no inconſiderable augmentation 
of your own guilt. * Ne, you ſay, 
« becauſe if I did not go to theſe 


places, others would, It is not in 


* my power to put a ſtop to ſuch pro- 


* ceedings.. But do not you by 
going do all in one perſon's power 


to countenance and encourage them? 


And, on the contrary, by abſenting 
yourſelf, do not you do all in one per- 
ſon's power to diſcourage and prevent 
them? If every body was to argue 
as you do, the moſt wicked and 


abominable cuſtoms would be open- 
ly ſupported and defended, whilſt 


every ſupporter of them. would be 
crying out, It is not l that am the 


E 3 „ 
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cauſe of theſe doings, becauſe they 
* would be the ſame whether I con- 
© tributed to them or not.” Now let 
me aſk theſe perſons, Would you 
go upon the high-way whilſt you 
have a real defire to prevent rob- 
bing? Or would you get drunk 
and ſwear, becauſe when you allow 
ſuch habits to be very wicked, you 
have a like deſite to put a ſtop to 
them? This is juſt as if you were 
to ſay, *©* Though I heartily wiſh 
* there were no ſuch fins as robbery, 
© drunkenneſs and ſwearing, yet I 
* am determined to put them into 
practice, although J know I am 
© bereby doing all in my power to 
encourage theſe abominable vices. 
E xamine the caſe, and you will find 
|| it juſt the lame with, regard to 
| Bals. | 


+ You 
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You will perhaps aſk, if I make 
no difference between robbery, 
drunkenneſs, ſwearing, and going 
to a Barr? I anſwer, certainly 
there is a great difference; yet ſtill 
the reaſon is the very ſame why we 
ſhould abſtain from all; (viz.) be- 
cauſe all are contrary to the ſpirit 
of chriſtianity ; and whoſoever can 
indulge himſelf in any darling plea- 
ſure becauſe it is not ſo great a ſin 
as robbery, drunkenneſs, and ſwear- 
ing, is ſo far from evidencing a 
fincerity of heart, that he treats 
God in a manner he himſelf would 


ill reſent. to be uſed by __ of Its 
earthly friends. 


But you ſay your temper of heart 
is never hurt by going to a BALL. 
5 Granting | 
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Granting this poſſible, how will you 
convince others of the truth of it? 
Will not the gayeſt bubble of va- 
nity in the aſſembly, readily ima- 
gine, that the very ſame ſenſations 
paſs in your breaſt as do in hers; 
and if ſhe was to be told that her 
attendance at BAL Ls occaſioned her 
to commit fin, would the not be 
glad to make uſe of the ſanction 
of your name in her own vindica- 
tion, and perhaps urge that ſhe was 
ſure if there were any harm in 
| theſe diverſions, you would not be 
preſent at them? I mention this, 
juſt to ſhew how much worſe ef- 
fects are likely to enſue, when a 
perſon of a religious character goes 
to places of this fort, than others 
who are of quite a different ſtamp, 
and that even ſvuppoling they were 
_ lawful, 
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lawful, we ought by no means to 
ſtretch to the utmoſt bounds of our 
liberty, leſt we ſhould thereby cauſe 
our brethren to offend. 


Let me farther aſk you, who 
pretend to ſome zeal for Religion, 
and yet make no ſcruple of going 
to BALLS, Prays, Cc. whether 
you really look upon yourſelf as a 
ſteward of what you poſleſs, who . 
without heſitation can ſquander 
away in diverſions: what would con- 
tribute to the ſupport of ſo many 
of our poor diſtreſſed fellow-crea- 
tures 7 How much oftener you 
have 


* How many poor families who through 
loſſes in trade, want of employment, long 
ſickneſs, &c. are reduced to the greateſt ne- 
cellity, might be annually relieved with the 
ſums 
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have deprived yourſelves of your 
natural reſt to attend a BALL than 
| | 10 


ſums that are ſquandered away at the The- 
atres for the ſupport of a company of idle 


drones, whoſe whole buſineſs is to corrupt 
the public ? 


Perhaps ſome may think that becauſe what 
they ſpend every year at Play houſes is very 

| Inconſiderable, therefore the guilt of with- 
holding their alms from poor diſtreſſed houſe- 
keepers, and others that really fland in need 
of them, and contributing to the mainte- 
nance of ſuch a ſet of infamous lazy 
wretches as players in general are, can by 
no means be chargeable to them, All I 
defire of ſuch is, ſeriouſly to conſider, that 
places for the promoting of ſin and wicked- 
neſs, are in effect as much ſupported by 
ſubſcription as thoſe that are dedicated to 
the glory of God, and intended for the 
relief of the ſick, needy, and deſerted ; and 
a 
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to watch unto prayer (s)? How 
much more time you allot to 
; | adorn 


(s) 1 Pet. iv. 7. 


as every one who, like the poor widow in 
the Goſpel, adds his mite towards the car- 
rying on any pious deſign, Hall in no wife 
boſe his reward, Mark ix. 14. and the pray- 
ers of thoſe he has aſſiſted ſhall be heard 
in his behalf; (that is, provided what he 
gives ſprings from the true principle of 
faith in Chriſt, and not from that of vain 


glory, or ſelf juſtification,) fo in like Wan 


ner, whoever contributes the Jeaſt mite to- 


wards the encouragemem of Vice and Idle- 
neſs, ſhall, (unleſs timely repentance prevent 


it) in no wiſe go unpuniſhed; and has 
great reaſon to fear leſt he ſhould be anſwer- 
able for the fin> of thoſe poor wretches to 
whoſe ſupport he has been acceſſary, with- 
out which they might have ſougat out an 
innocent and ufetul way of life. 


But 
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adorn your body, when you are 
to ſhine in a ſtage box, or to 
ſparkle in a minuet amidſt the cir- 
cle of wondering beholders in a 
Ball-room, than you do each day 
to adorn your ſoul for the general 
aſſembly and Church of the Fal 
born 0) ? 


May 


(t) Heb, xii. 23. 


But I will ſuppoſe you one of thoſe who 
are not neglectful of the duty of alms-giving, 
and therefore (to uſe your own expreſſion) 
you think there is no harm at all in now 
and then taking the ratioual amuſement of a 
good play: ſo that at the year's end, be- 
tween what is flung away at Play-houſes and 
other diverſions, and what you faiſly call 
Charity, ſup poſing you a perſon of an eaſy 
fortune, your accounts may nearly . * 
folows. 


To 
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May I alſo demand in what ſtate 
of mind for religious duties you 


F 
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return 


— 


One Mims and Dreſs, 2-1-0 

For the ſupport of Ranelagh 
and Vauxhall, and the Muſi- { 
cians, Singers, Waiters, &c.( 9.3 15 
thereunto belonging, — N 

One Ridotto and two Operas, 2 2 0 

Loft at Cards (Card-money 
included) — _ 

Paid at ten Plays for the 
encouragement of Vice and 
Immorality, and for the main-E 2 10 5 
tenance of Actors, Dancers, | x 
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 Buffoons, Mimicks, and other 
tage gentry, — — 
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Total year's account, 24 It © 
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I fear 


Fu the relief of the PR Io 
and Needy, — 
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return home from Barts; whe- 
ther or no your mind is never 
full 


I fear there are but few who frequent 
public places, that will have any reaſon to 
complain that I have done them injuſtice, 
either by enhancing the ſum they annually 
conſume in diverſions, or that I have been 
too low in my eſtimate of what they em- 
ploy for the benefit of the diſtreſſed: I 
would therefore now beg them to reflect 
how they would like to have the above 
bill produced at the great Day of Accounts, 
when they ſhall be cailed upon to anſwer 
for the talents committed to their charge ; and 
when every one ſhall be rewarded according 
to his works, Mat. xvi. 27, xxv. 25. Would 
they not have reaſon to fear leſt it ſhould 
firike them ſpeechleſs before the judge, and 
leſt that dreadful ſentence ſhould be pro- 
nounced againſt them, Depart from me, ye 
curſed, into everlaſting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angel? Mat. xxv. 41. Whilſt 
thoſe who not daring to countenance, either 
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full of the pretty things that were 
whiſpered in your ear by your 
partner; whether you are never 
chagrined about ſome punctilio of 
precedency, or elated on account 
of the extraordinary notice that was 
taken of you; eſpecially if it was 
your happy lot to open the BAL I, 
or to lead *up the firſt country- 
dance with the moſt honourable 
perſonage | in the room? O what 

F 2 e 


by their preſence or purſe, whatever hath 
tbe appearance F evil, but from the true mo- 
tive of faith working by love, have been 
laying up to themſelves treaſures in heaven, 
and have dedicated their abundance 10 feed- 5 
ing the hungry, cloathing the naked, and viſit- 
ing the fuck and impriſoned, ſhall have their 
ears charmed with thoſe glorious words, 
© Come ye "bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for you from tbe foundation 
of the world, Mat. xxv. 34. . 
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noble matter of heart- felt joy muſt 
this needs afford to a truly pious 
ſoul, who has experienced the waſh- 
ing of regeneration and the renewing 


of the Holy Ghoſt (u)! 


I would further defire to know, 
whether before you exclude the ſun 
in order to go to ſleep, you uſe your 
Morning or Evening Prayers ? Or 
whether, as it is uncertain which 
are moſt proper, you eſteem it moſt 

prudent to uſe neither ? 


Laſtly, let me aſk you, with a 
ſerious concern for your, eternal 
welfare, what you can poſſibly 
think of the ſtate of your ſouls, 
who, whillt ſo many Chriſtians are 
praiſing 
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| praiſing the Lord for having te- 
freſhed them with ſeaſonable reſt, 


whilſt ſo many Chriſtians are thus 
happily employed, what can you, 
1 tay, think of the ſtate of your 


beds with the. din of the concluding 
country-dance in your ears, and 
having ſpent the night in the works 


of darkneſs, (in order to compleat 


the whole) muſt waſte the day in 
ſleeping? 


Was I to intreat you to ſpend 
only a few hours, without intermiſ- 


would think me an bard taſt-maſter, 


and for having ſafely brought them : 
to the beginning of a new day; 


ſouls, who, wearied with your laſt - 
night's revel, are ſinking into your 


fion, in Prayer and Meditation, you 


and would readily alk, What ? Are | 
| Es 3 We 
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we to be always on our knees? Is 
there no time for relaxation? Yet, 
| while you are engaged in the plea- 
ſures of the brilliant aſſembly, when 
your ufual time for Evening Prayer 
is come, I fear you never once ſay, 
Mat? Are we to be at this work 
all night? Is there no time fir 
Prayer and Meditation Fr 


Believe me, your caſe is very 
deplorable, and ſo much the more 
ſo, as you do not ſee your danger. 
O how happy is Satan when he 
can make people wear his chain 
and think themſelves at liberty! 


Hear now the language of the 
true Chriſtian's heart. O how un- 
happy ſhould I be, were I by the 
15 fenſcleſs hurry of a BALL, the ob- 
1 ſcenity 


4 
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ſcenity of the Stage, or the folly 


and impertinence of a Card-Table, 
to be deprived of thoſe ſweet ſea- 
ſons I ſo frequently enjoy, when I 
have the bleſſed priviledge of ſitting 
with humble Mary at the Maſter's 
feet, or of leaning with the beloved 
diſciple on my Saviour's breaſt! O 

how vain and intolerable do all 
ſublunary pleaſures ſeem to me, 
when my foul is thus happy in 


communion with my redeeming 


Lord, and when I can fay in the 


words of the Spoule, . IJ am my be- 
toved's, and my beloved is mine (u). 


Hear now the language of the 


falſe Chriſtian's heart, whether he 
be * wake, or decently luke- 


— 


22 | (w) Cant. vi. 3. 
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warm, * O how unhappy ſhould I 
be, were I to be deprived of the 
Joys of the Barr, the wit and 
repartee of the Stage, or the plea- 
ſing anxiety of the Card-Table, by 
a dull inanimated round of dry 
Devotions, whilſt a plentiful fortune 
affords me ſuch frequent opportu- 
nities of relaxing myſelf in the 
_ pleaſures of gay company, and the 
' diverſions of the beau monde. 


Here then conſiſts the great dif- 
ference between the one and the 
other of theſe characters. The 

real Chriſtian ſeeks relaxation in his 
God, from the noiſe and hurry of 
the world. The falſe Chriſtian 
ſeeks relaxation in the noiſe and 
: hurry of the world from the horrid | 
drudgery of 1 


; To 
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To proceed: Do you conſider 
what heinous mockery you are 


guilty of before God, every time 


you ſay your prayers, till you give 
up all thoughts of ever going to 
another BALL? For inſtance only, 
in the Lord's Prayer. How can 
you beg that the Name of God may 
be hallowed by you (x), when you 


are calmly reſolved to neglect the 


common duty of waiting upon God 
in Evening Prayer (perhaps alſo in 
Family Prayer) in order to go to a 


diverſion which directly tends to the 
diſhonour of Chriſt, and to the 


ſubverſion of every holy temper ? 


How can you pray that God's king- 


dom may come, and his will be done in 


earth, as it is in heaven (y); whilſt 


(*) (0 Lord's Prayer. 
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you continue to practiſe ſuch things 
as would not only thwart his will, 
but have a tendency to eſtabliſh the 
kingdom of Lucifer, and to over» 
throw the kingdom of God? Laſt- 
ly, how can you, without the 
higheſt degree of 1 be- 
ſeech the Almighty not to lead you 
into temptation, and to deliver you 
from evil (z); when you are ab- 
ſolutely determined to run yourſelf 
headlong into temptation? And fo 
far to chooſe the evil, and refuſe the 
| good, as to paſs over your ſtated 
times and exerciſes of devotion on 
_ purpoſe: to obtain the former and 
reject che latter ? 


Can any body ſay that there 1s 


the leaſt aggravation in calling this 
a ſolemn 


(2) Lord's Prayer. 
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a ſolemn mockery of Almighty 


God? May the Lord give you 


Grace to lay theſe conſiderations ſe- 


riouſly to heart! but if you are 


determined not to leave off going 
to BALLs, I dare not afficm, but 
that you had better leave off ſaying 
your Prayers; for though you honour 
God with your mouth, your heart 1s 
far from him (a); and the prayer 
of the wicked is an abomination 10 


him (6). 


I cannot conclude this ſection 
without earneſt'y defiring all Mo— 


THERS and AUNTS well to conlider 


theſe Things, and inſtead of leading 
their Daughters and Nieces about 
to BAL LS, PL AVS, CARD-TAB UFS, 
&c. to bringfthem up n the nurture 
and 


(42) Mat. xv. 8. () Prov. xxviii. 9. 
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bl 93 | 
14 and admonition of the Lord (e), and 
| ſee that their relaxations are ſuch 
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as Chriſtians may innocently take; 
but, in general, fo little do they 
reflect on the guilt they hereby pull 
down on their own heads, that 
many dear children of God have 
been forcibly compelled to go to 
theſe nurſeries of fin and vice by 
their worldly relations; I mean, 
not only by ſuch as are notoriouſly 
wicked, but even by the more de- 
cent formaliſts, who can pity care- 
leſs ſinners, and rail at the degene- 
racy of the age, whilſt their great- 


WR 
N 
7 — 77 


eſt uueaſineſs is to ſee the true 
marks of real piezy | in any of their 
family. 
Ber. 
Fit 5 (e) Eph. vi. 4. 
[i 
no 
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8 EC TI ON II. 


[7 HAT can be more full 
and perſuaſive than thoſe 

words of St. Paul, Be ye followers 
me, even as J alſo am of Cbri/! 


(4)? And again, Thoſe things which 


ye have both learned, and received 


and heard and ſeen in me, do (e). 


Whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God (J), &c, I know it is eaſy 
to put ſmooth gloſly interpretations 
upon theſe and other texts of Scrip- 
ture, and ſo, to accommodate the 
whole Bible to the manner in which 
we chooſe to live, inſtead of con- 


G forming 


(4) 1 Cor. xi. 1. (e) Phil. iv. 9. 
I Cor. x. 35. 


| 
'3 
+ 
i 
1 
1 
14 
$1 
73 
* 9 
| 
i} 
: 
15 
U 
. 
: 
i! 
1 
' 
: 
i} 
: 
} 
: 


e TTT 


— 


74 Adareſs relating to BAL Ls, &c. 


forming ourſelves to the Bible, 
which many are bold enough to 
do, and ſo wreſt the Scriptures to 
their own deſtruction (g) *; but 1 

| think 


(g) 2 Pet. iii. 16. 


* It is amazing how ſome people (eſpe- 
cCially ſuch as have a name to live and are dead) 
will twiſt and torture the Scriptures, in order 

to bring the meaning of texts to the ideas 
already formed in their minds, and to Jull _ 
themſelves into a wretched ſecurity, whilſt 
by dividing their hearts between God and 
the world, they are buried in lukewarmneſs 
and blinded by formality. Thus almoſt every 
_ expreſſion in the whole book of God, that 
enjoins an holineſs of life beyond what. ſuits 
their taſte aud convenience, they eicher tell 
you is confined to primitive times, or is not 
to be taken in a /iteral ſenſe. And when 
neither of theſe /alvos will ſerve their turn, 
rather than ſuffer their eyes to be opened to 
| ſee the naked flate of their fouls, they will 
1 quarrel 
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think it would be rather more pru- 
dent, if they would firſt make it 
appear that when the Holy Ghoſt 
ſays one thing he means another; 
otherwiſe, till it can be proved that 
this holy Apoſtle went to BALILs, 
and that they tend to promote the 
glory of God; how can it poſſibly 
be thought lawful for us to go to 
them, who are ſo ſolemnly called 
upon to imitate him, and to make 
the glory of God the end of all 
our actions. 


G Now 


quarrel with the tranſlation. So that ſetting 
aſide what is confined to primitive times, 
what is not to be taken in a literal ſenſe, and 
what is not tranſlated according to the fancy 
of men of corrupt minds; Chriſtians, now- 
a-days, would be deprived of no inconſider- 
able part of God's word, 
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Now only figure to yourſelf the 
choſen veſſel St. Paul, with the Vir- 
gin Mary for his partner *, dreſſed 
out in faſhionable taſte, dancing 
together in a modern aflembly ? 
N not ſuch a ſight immediately 


W 5 


* I think J ought to make an apalegy to 
the Chriſtian reader for introducing this ſup - 
poſition, as the very mention of it does not 
only carry with it an abſurdity, but ſavours 
of ſomething ſhocking ; upon which account 
it was wholly omitted in every edition of this 
book, except in the firſt, which was pub- 
liſhed about ten years ago: yet there is no 
icaſon why the thought of ſeeing an Apoſtle 


jumping about in a Ball-room, ſhould be 


ſhocking to a Chriſtian, but what ſhould 
make it as ſhocking for any Chriſtian what- 
ever to ſee himſelf there, unleſs he is deter- 
minied to ſet at nought the above command 


of St. Paul, namely, Be ye followers of Ms 
even as J alſs am * 
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deſtroy the high. ideas you enter- 
tain of their piety ? Your own heart 
muſt tell you that it would. Again, 
were you to meet with any hiſtory 
wherein either of theſe eminent 
ſaints were ſet forth as frequenters 

of BALLs, and lovers of Dancing; 
would you give any credit to that 

hiſtory? Certainly you would not; 
and for this excellent reaſon, be- 
cauſe you always juſtly looked upon 
the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
and upon the Mother of our bleſſed 
Saviour, as extraordinary examples 
of piety ; and becauſe your notions 
of a Saint and a Dancer, are as 
contrary as light and darkneſs, I 
appeal to your own conſcience if 
this be not true? Now to apply 
this. If to ſee St. Paul and 
the bleſſed Virgin croſſing over or 
G3 figuring 


78 Aadręſi relating to BALL s, Sc. 


figuring together in a country 
dance, would entirely deſtroy the 
_ exalted opinion you have of them; 
and if you would not give credit to 
any hiſtory that ſhould repreſent. 
them to have been fond of dancing, 
as being utterly. inconſiſtent © with 
your thoughts of their great ſane- 
tity; how can you flatter yourſelf 
that your Religion will be of any 
ſervice to you, whilſt you give into 
ſuch practices as are totally deſtruc- 
tive of all your own ſentiments of 


piety? 


It may be objected, that you are 
not the Mother of our Lord, nor 
called upon to be an Apoſtle. I an- 
ſwer, that. though you are neither 
the one nor the other; yet you are 
as much called upon to be a mw 
- | an 
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creature in Chriſt Jeſus (b), to perfect 
holineſs in the fear of God (1), to ſtrive 
to enter in at the ftrait gate (k), and 
to adorn the doctrine of God our Savi- 


our in all things (J), as the Virgin 


Mary or any of the Apoſtles were ; 
nor can you, without renouncing 
both Reaſon and Religion, indulge 


yourſelf in any practice that appears 
to you totally inconſiſtent: with the 
piety of any other Chriſtian what- 
ever, and at the ſame time fancy 
that you are ab/taining from all 
appearance of evil, and are of the 


number of thoſe, whoſe Spirit and 


foul and body ſhall be preſerved blame- 


lefs unto the coming of our Lord 
Teh Chi (n). 


Fl 


But 


(+) Mat. vii. 123. (1) Tit. ii. 10. 
(m) I Theſſ. v. 225 23. 
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„and a child of God, 7o be a new 


; repreſented as going about doing good 
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But methinks you are by this 


time ready to cry out, Why, if 
* this be the caſe, we muſt een ſe- 


* clude ourſelves from all ſociety, 
* bid adieu to chearfulneſs and re- 
* laxations, ſhut ourſelves up in 
convents, and fo become churliſh 


melancholy mopes, and die of the 


vapours. 


But no, entertain not a thought 


ſo derogatory from the honour of 
Chriſt and his goſpel : for Chriſti- 
anity does at once tend to promote 


chearfulneſs and to improve ſociety ; 
and the bleſſed author of it, ſo far 
from countenancing a monkiſh ſe- 
cluſion from our fellow creatures, is 


that 
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(2), that we who bear his name 
ſhould fo walk even as he walked (o); 
and St. Paul commends his be- 
loved Timothy, for having made a 
good profeſſion before many witneſſes 
(p) : now whether they who attend 


BaLLs, PL Avs, Sc. are thereby 


going about doing good, or making a 
good profeſſion before many witneſſes, 


1 apprehend needs no long time to 


determine; but permit me to tay, 
that thoſe perſons are utter ſtrangers 


to true religion, who look upon it 


as a, melancholy ſervice, as preju- 


dicial to true politeneſs, or deſtruc- 
tive of any ſocial duty whatever. 


Certain it is, that every real Chriſ- 
tian muſt be ſerious and thoughtful, 0 


muſt 


(n Ade . 38. (e) x John. 6. 
0 I Tim. vi. 12. . 
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muſt often ſeek retirement, and be 
frequent in prayer, ſelf-examina- 
tion, and all the exerciſes of godli- 
neſs: but then he will not look 
upon the time that is thus ſpent as 
tedious, but as by far the moſt 
happy hours of his life. And the 
reaſon why ſo few find any real 
happineſs in religion is, becauſe 
they have only juſt enough to de- 
ceive themſelves, and to make it a 
burden to them; whereas would 
they cordially, and without reſerve, 
give up their hearts to God, they 
would then experience that peace 
which paſſeth all underſtanding (9). 
and ſoon be convinced that the 

| pleaſures of the world are as emp- 
ty and deluſive, as thoſe which 
> WE 


(7) Phil. iv. 7. 
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we derive from God are true and 


ſubſtantial, 


If ſuch a thing as perfect felicity 
be attainable in this world, muſt it 
not conſiſt in having all thoſe paſ- 
ſions and tempers allayed, which 
are not only hurtful to our own. 
peace, but to the good of ſociety ? 

in having our natures raifed to the 
higheſt degree of perfection they 
are capable of in our preſent em- 
bodied ſtate; in the enjoyment of 
ſweet communion with God, as our 
reconciled friend and father ? in the 
ſenſe of our adoption as heirs with 
Chriſt (r)? and in the anticipation 
of thoſe pleaſures which are at God's 
ut band O. and of which the 


: | true 


(r) Rom, viii. 17. (5) Pſalm xvi. 12. 
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true believer is to be made par- 
taker through all the boundleſs ages 


of eternity? And are theſe things 


likely to promote melancholy ! Is 
this a ſtate ſo much to be dreaded | ! 


If indeed by ſociety be meant 
thoſe companies wherein God 1s 
forgotten, or what is worſe, where 
in he is diſhonoured ; I readily grant 


that no Chriſtian will volungarity 


mix himſelf with ſuch, except it 
be with that nobleſt of all views, 
a deſite of benefiting their ſouls, 
and ſpreading a ſavour of religious 
knowledge amongſt them. Again, 
if by relaxations be meant BALLs, 
PLays, and other diverſions of the 


like nature, it is certain that with 


whatever eagernels theſe may be 
purſued by fuch as are ſtrangers to 
more 
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more exalted joys, yet they are as 
much incapable of fatisfying one 
who has received the grace of God 
in truth (t), as a philoſopher is in- 
capable of being pleaſed with the 
toys and rattles of a baby. Nay 
more, ſo far would theſe things be 
from affording matter of amuſement 
to an humble follower of the cru- 
cified Jeſus, that it would he in- 
flicting a ſevere puniſhment upon 
him, and muſt needs ſtrike a damp 
into his affectionate heart, to oblige 
him to be preſent at them; and 
that with much more reaſon than 
it would affect him to ſee a con- 
demned criminal, inſtead of be- 
ſtowing a thought upon his wretch- 
ed ſtate, or accepting the pardon 
.H that 


(t) Col. i. 6. 
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that was freely offered him, ſpend 
the whole night in rattling his fet- 
ters for his own and the diverſion 
of his fellow-priſoners, not know- 


ing but the next morning he might 
be dragged to the place of execu- 
tion. 


I leave the diſcerning reader to 


make what application of this he 
thinks proper, and proceed to the 


fourth Section, concluding the pre- 
ſent with the words of that great 


genius, and divine poet, Doctor 


TIE N 


fs We REF not boy our ruin with 


© our crime, 


1 And give Eternity to murder 


Time.“ 


SECT, 
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SECTION iv. 


Hriſtianity conſiſts not in any 
form of duties, but in a 
temper and ſpirit of growing con- 
formity to Jeſus Chriſt. It is, as 
our Lord himſelf aſſures us, e 
kingdom of God within us (u), even 
that Kingdom which is righteouſneſs 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt 
(w). It is no external, pompous 
thing. It cometh not by obſervation, 
or, as the greek word figniſies, 
with outward ſhew, but it is an in- 
ward change wrought in the foul 
by the Spirit of God, a change 
whereby we who are by nature chil- 
. dren 


() Luke xvii 20, 21, (w) Rom, xiv, 17. 
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dren of wrath (x) do become the 
children of grace, and are made 
partakers of the divine nature (). 
A change whereby we become one 


with Chriſt, and Chriſt with us, 


whereby Chrift doth dwell in us, and 


We in him, according to the prayer 
which he himſelf offered up to the 
Father for all that ſhould believe in 
his name, with that faith which is 
the git and operation of God (2), 
It is ſuch an union with Chriſt 
our head, as there is between @ vine 
and the branches (a); between the 
huſband and wife (b); between food 
and the eater (*); between a build- 


5 ing 


00 Eph. ii. _ | 
(3) 2 Pet. i. 4 Churoh Catechiſm. 

(z) John xvii. 21—23. Col. ii. 12, 

(a) John xv. 4,5. (5) Eph. v. 23, &c. 
= (*) John vi. 51-53, &c. 
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ing and every ſtone of that building 
(c); between a body and every mem- 
ber of that body (d). In ſhort, it 
conſiſts in having Chrift formed in 
1, and living in us (e): or, as the 
ſame Apoſtle expreſſes it in another 
place, it is Chrift in us the hope of 
glory (J). 


This great change is further re- 
preſented to us in Scripture under 
the ſtrong images of @ new creation 
(g), of a dead man being raiſed to 
life (b), of a man being awakened 
out of a deep flech (i). It is alſo 
ſet forth under. the figure of being 

3 ae 


(e) Eph. ii. 19—22. 1 Pet. ii. 4, 5. 

(>) Eph. iv. 16. v. 30. (e) Gal. iv. 19. ii. 20. 

(f) Col. i. 7. (e) 2 Cor. v. 17. 
Gal. vi. 15. (6) Epb. ii. 1. 1 Pet. 
iv. 6. (i) Epb. v. 14. 


90 Addreſ relating to BALLs ; Tc. 


brought out of | darkneſs into a mar- 
vellous light (k); and being 7ran- 


ſlated into that ſpiritual Aingdom 


which Chriſt erects in the hearts 


of all his people, to make them 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance 


of the ſaints in light (I). It is ſuch 
a change, that from being aliens 
and enemies, we become real heirs 
and friends (m), It is a crucifixion 
of that corrupt nature which we 
have from Adam, -called in Scrip- 


ture the old man (n), and @ putting. 


on à new nature, which we derive 
from Chriſt the ſecond Adam, called 
in contradiſtinction, the new man (o), 
e 


(4) 1 Pet. ii. 9. (4) Col: i. 12, 13. 
(m) Eph. ii. 12, 13. Col. i. 21. Rom. v. 
10. viii. 17. (n) Rom. vi. 6, Gal. 

ii. 20.—v. 24.— vi. 14. N 
() Eph. iv. 22, 24. 
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vhereby thoſe holy diſpoſitions 
and tempers which we loſt by the 
fall are in great meaſure reltored, 
and the ſoul is renewed after the 
image of him that created him (p.) 
Old things are pa/l away, behold ! 
all things are become new (9). 


And now the man thus created 
anew and begotten again to a lively 
hope (r), is looked upon as dead, 
and riſen again in another ſenſe, 
As before he was alive to the world, 
and dead to the things of God, fo 

now he is dead to the world, and 
alive to the things of God; con- 
formed to Chriſt in the likeneſs of his 
death, by a death unto fin ; and in 
I the 


(p) Col. iii. 10. (4) 2 Cor. v. 17. 
(r) 1 Pet. i. 3. n | 
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the likeneſs. of his reſurrection, by 
riſing again unto righteouſneſs (). 


Although theſe expreſſions are all 
extracted from the word of God, 
and ſtand unadulterated by any 
comment of man's deviſing, yet 
they are by ſome impioully treated 
as enthuſiaſtical fancies and chi- 
meras; and by others as relating 
only to the converſion of ſuch as 
lived in pagan times; as if faith 
vere nothing more than a ſpecula- 
tive aſſent to the external evidence 
of the Goſpel, and as if the ſame 
divine power were not neceſſary 
to open the naturally dark under- 
ſtanding of one as of another, whe- 


ther he — to be born in a 
. Chriltlan 


(s) Rom. vi. 5. Col. ii. 12. wi, I, 3. 
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Chriſtian country or not: for as a 
truly pious author * obſerves, © Out- 
ward diſcoveries of truth, till in- 
© wardly received, can no more 
« profit, than the ſun in the firma- 
© ment can give ſight to the blind; 
but when that ſame God who 
© commanded the natural light to ſhine 
© out of darkneſs, ſhineth in our hearts, 
to give us the light of the knowledge 
* of the glory of God in the face f 
Jeſus Chriſt (t), then in his light 
« we truly ſee light, and the two 
* witneſſes agree together, as face an- 
* {wereth to face in a glaſs How-_ 
ever, it is a melancholy truth that 
theſe things are very little underſtood 
RY 
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* The Rev. Mr. Hartley, 1 Rector of Win- 
wick in Northamptonſbire. 


(t) 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
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or attended to ; and hence it is that 
there is ſo terrible a decay of in- 
ward vital religion, and that piety 
is meaſured by ſhew and profeſſion : 
hence it is that thouſands run into 
the ſtrangeſt abſurdities, and by a 
mixture of holy duties, and a round 
of vain amuſements, compoſe a 
motley character; which, whulſt by 
its decency it gains the eſteem of 
the world, and ſupports the pride 
of formality, is utterly deſtitute of 
every internal principle of the divine 
life. A little development may per- 
haps place this character in a more 
ſtriking light. I will ſuppoſe you, 
what you ſuppoſe yourſelf, @ very 
good fort of body: As ſuch, you 
make it a conſtant practice to go to 
the Sacrament, yet you continue to 
allow yourſelf in what. the world 

calls 
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calls its Diverſions, BAL Is, As- vl 
SEMBLIES, c. Should I aſk you, 8 
how you can think theſe things 
conliſtent, you would tell me, that 
if the one is neceſſary, the other is 
innocent. But pray how comes it 


to paſs, if you think it thus inno- il 
cent, that you chooſe, among the | 
other parts of the preparation for 1 
the Sacrament, to abſtain that week Ft 
from BaLrs and places of enter- 1 
tainment ? Is there not a conſciouſ - 1 


neſs in your heart, that there is a 
manifeſt inconſiſtence, for the ſame 
perſon, within a few days diſtance, 


to lead up a dance, and kneel at 1 
the Lord's Table; to ſparkle to- 1 
night amidſt the train of pleaſure, i 
and follow with the greateſt de- wl 
light the ſound of a fiddle, and I: 
' to-morrow to fall proſtrate before 1 
a cru- 1 


A * 
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a crucified Saviour, pouring forth 
tears, whilſt you look on him whom 
you have pierced, and mourn (u)? 
Now, abſurd as this is, it is the 
practice of many who would pals 
for devout. Indeed, according to 
the preſent ſyſtem of lukewarmneſs, 
when to yo to the Lord's Supper 
three times a year is by the moſt. 
judged piety ſufficient, and to attend 
a monthly Communion is godlineſs 
above the the common level, this 
may do well enough, and the ſelf- 


denial is not great. For ſuppoſing 
a weekly BALL, at the worſt they 


would only twelve times in the 
year be abſent from it. But now 
ſuppoſe theſe abſenters from BALLs 


the Communion-week, had lived 


: 5 nearer 


(u) Zech. xii. 10. 
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nearer the primitive times, when 
they not only on the firſt day of 
the week aſſembled for breaking of 
bread, and for prayer, but from 
houſe to houſe (w), through the 
week, remembered th:ir Lord's death, 
till be come; they muſt either have 
entirely given up their BALL, or 
been utterly excluded from the 
communion of the faithful. 


To enter a Ballroom on the 
Friday of the Pafſion-week, the day 
of the crucifixion of the Lord of 
life and glory, would certainly be 
reckoned profane by thoſe who 
have the loweſt notions of the 

_ Chriſtian Religion: it would indi- 
cate an uncommon inſenſibility to 


1 that 


(0) Adds ii. 46. 
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that aſtoniſhing Sacrifice, and great 
careleſneſs about the effects of it. 
But is it not the Chriſtian's duty 
to remember this, and to live under 
the influence, and in the view of 
that awful tranſaction, every day 
of his life, as much as on Good- 
Friday? 1 believe the Scripture 
will not give you the leaſt reaſon 
to ſuppoſe, that what would be 
profane then, would not at any 
other ſeaſon be unbecoming the 
ſoul, who is always enjoined to be 
looking for and haſting unto the co- 
ming of the day of the Lord (x), 
and remembers him at his table 
for this very purpoſe, that he may 
continually have his loins girt, and 


bis ligbt burning; and be himſelf be 


as 
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as one that waiteth for the bride- 


groom, when he will return to the 


marriage (0). 


- Can it he doubted, whether or 
no, what is acknowledged to indiſ- 
poſe our hearts for waiting upon 


God, and unfits us for the duties 


of love which we owe to each: 


other, ought to be avoided by thoſe 


who are commanded to be ready 
for every good word and work (2)? 


I have ſpoken before of the indiſ- 
poſition for prayer which ſuch. 


amuſements occaſion ; I would add 
a word more with regard to another 
ſocial duty. Should you receive a 
meſſage from any near friend or 
relation, whilſt you were in the 


12 1 middle 


(% Luke xii. 35, 36. (zx) Tit. iii. 1. 
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middle of a Dance, that ſuch 


friend or relation was very ill, 
and deſired once more to receive 


the pledges of a Saviour's love, be- 
fore he went to drink of the fruit 
of the wine where he ſhould drink 
it new with Chriſt in the kingdom 
of his father (a); that as you were 
near and dear to him, your com- 
pany would be deſirable, that he 

might here take as it were a fo- 
lemn farewel of you, till you ſhould 
meet. again ; I ſuppoſe you would 


not think yourſelf in a proper ſtate 


to be a meet partaker of this holy 
Ordinance, after having been talk- 
ing for hours together of nothing 


but vanity ; 3 As, © How prodigiouſly 
warm it is; bow well or ill ſuch 


a Lady 
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© a Lady looks; what a ſhocking 


* figure ſuch a one is; what « 
charming filk ſhe has on, and how 
e genteely her head is drefſed; how 
* many couples there are; how many 
pretty Dances have been called, 
* how Mifi ſuch an cne and her 
© partner flirted it away together, 
© and much more of the like con- 
* verſation 0 the wſe of edifying © 
Conſider ſeriouſly whether after ſuch 


a ſcene you would not have cauſe 


to fear, that were you called to 
receive the communion of the body 
and blood of Chriſt, you ſhould eat 
and drink unworthily, and conſe- 
quently eat and drin damnation to 


yourſelf (b) ; and that therefore you 


muſt refuſe the laſt kind office to 


„„ 


| (6) 1 Cor. xi. 29. 
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1 your dying friend; and if ſo, you 
may eaſily diſcover, that whatever 
in your conduct occaſions this, is as 
utterly inconſiſtent with true charity, 
and love of your brother, as it is 
contrary to the duty and love you 
owe to Chriſt and God. 


1 a time for all things; (though in 
1 the uſe you make of theſe words 
| 1 you horridly pervert their mean- 
'F ing ). Yet, I would aſk, in an- 
if | ſwer, 


I | You will ſay, perhaps, there 1s 


1 = Solemen, who had perhaps drank deeper 
"= draughts of . worldly pleaſure than any perſon 


[ either before or ſince his time, after declaring 
1 - that: all earthly things are empty and delu- 
| 8B hive, proceeds to ſhew that notwithſtanding 


_- this, the generality of people are wholly 
| taken up in the purſuit of them ; and yet 
Dd | there 
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ſwer, whether there is a time to 


fin, and whether a Chriſtian can 
ever innocently allow himſelf _ 


oy practice e the temper 
of 


there are ſome who would ſo groſly miſin- 
terpret the words of this great Penitent, as 
to make him countenance thoſe very things 


which he affirms to be 25 vanity and 


vexation of ſparit. 


I the rather mention this, becauſe I once 


heard of a young Lady, who, upon reading x 


thoſe words, Eccleſ. iii. 4. 4 time to dance, 


tock it into her head that Solomon was an 


advocate for Balls; whereas, if ſhe would 


have given herſelf the trouble of examining 
the context, ſhe would have found that this 
wiſe Prince, ſo far from ſpeaking as ſhe 


would have him, is reckoning up the cares 
and follies which, ſome at one time, ſome 


at another, who!ly engroſs the attention of 


the multitude, to the utter neglect of their 


immortal Souls; amongſt the chief of which 


follies he counts that of dancing, 
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of his heart is ſo far diſcompoſed, 


as to unfit him for a communion of 
Saints, and fellowſhip with the Fa- 


ther and the Son? And whether, if 


death ſhould ſeize him in this. ſtate, 
he mult not neceſſarily be excluded 
from both for ever? A thought 
that deſerves the moſt. awakened 
attention! 


Having ſhewn in how great a 


degree the diverſion of BALLs indiſ- 


poſes us for the duties we owe both 
to God and our neighbour, as well 


as its utter inconſiſtence with that 


humility, meekneſs and poverty of 


ſpirit which the Goſpel indiſpenſi- 


bly requires; I ſhall conclude this 
Section with obſerving, that ſome, 


who are mighty advocates for 
BALLS, would nevertheleſs loudly 


excl aim 


Addreſ relating to BALLS, Gc. 10 5 


exclaim againſt thoſe familiarities 
which are always practiſed at them, 
as palpable violations of the laws of 
modeſty, were they to ſee them 


put in execution by a company of 


young people of different ſexes 
where the ſound of a fiddle was 


wanting to drown reflection: and 


that many Ladies, who without 
heſitation ſuffer theſe liberties to be 
taken with them in a public aſſem- 
bly-room, would highly reſent them, 


if they were not authorized under 


the poliſhed name of DANCING. 


. SECT. 


1 
1 58 ay 
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SECTION V. 


HAT need is there of any 
more arguments againſt the 
diverſion of modern Bats? I truſt 
that what I have ſaid already is ſuf- 
ficient to convince every reaſonable 
perſon that they are a ſcandal toa 
Chriſtian country. I proceed there- 
fore to examine how it comes to 
paſs, that the wickedneſs of BaLLs 
is ſo little perceived, that many 
inconſiderate, well-meaning perſons, 
1 continue to go to them without ever 
| being ſenſible how great a ſin they 
commit in fo doing: I fay how 
[8 great a fin they commit, becauſe, 
1 though they may not be conſcious 
[|| of 
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of any fin at all, yet wilful igno- 
rance is no plea for innocence : 
Elſe the Jews had been guilty of no 
crime in crucifying the Lord of life, 
nor St. Paul io perſecuting Chriſt 
and his Church ; who nevertheleſs 
ſtiles himſelf the chief of finners 
(e); alluding, as he himſelf aſſures 
us, to thole very fins he committed 
e, 
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Tbe principal cauſe why the 
wickedneſs of BALLs is ſo little 
attended to, is their having been 
ſo long eſtablithed, and frequented 
by ſo many people who make an 
outward fſhew of Religion; which 
inclines perſons to think that a cuſ- 

tom ſet up as it were by law, in a 
nation 
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(c) 1 Tim. i. 15. 
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nation profeſſing faith in the name 


of Jeſus, and countenanced even 


by ſuch as are eſteemed pious 
Chriſtians, can neither be ſinful in 


itſelf, nor attended with any per- 


nicious conſequences: But a little 
conſideration will convince us of 
the fallacy of ſuch reaſoning ; for 
it muſt be allowed, that no cuſtom 
in itſelf ſinful, (as I have fully 
proved that of Barts to be) can 


alter its nature, either by being long 
eſtabliſhed, by being ſet up in a 
Chriſtian country, or becauſe it is 


conformed to by ſach as are called 
good Chriſtians ; - but on the con- 


trary, the guilt of every ſin what- 


ever is aggravated in proportion to 
the time we have for reflection, and 
the light afforded us for avoiding 
it; and there is no reaſon to doubt 

but 
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but the enemy of ſouls takes a far 
greater ſatisfaction in ſeeing people 
fall into his ſnares in a land where 
Chriſtianity is the eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion, than in a nation of Pagans 
or Mahometans. | 


Further, would we ſeriouſly con- 
ſider how ſtrangely cuſtom metam- 
orphoſes the nature of things in 
the minds of weak people, and 
what extravagancies all its votaries 
muſt inevitably fall into; would 
we conſider this, I am perſuaded 


we ſhould not ſuffer ourſelves to be 


nurried away by a blind conformi- 
ty to its laws, without weighing 
the fatal conſequences; which is 
the caſe with ſuch multitudes, who 
are contented to do wrong, merely 


becauſe others have done ſo before 


3 them; 
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them; and becauſe they never 
" ſuſpect that ſo many people 
who are looked upon as geoa 
Chriſtians, are all the while leading 
them to perdition. 


For inſtance, Sunday in Popiſh 
countries is the chief day for Hor /e- 
races, Plays, Balls, Cards, &c. and 
there are few Papiſts who think 
there is any more harm in going 
to theſe diverſions on a Sunday, 
than on any other day, , becauſe 
cuſtom makes no difference between 
them; whereas, in England, many 
who make no ſcruple of being 
preſent at theſe entertainments on 
a week - day, would yet look upon 
any body as monſtrouſly wicked, 
that ſhould endeavour to perſuade 


them to go to an Hor ſe- race, a 
Play, 
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Play, a Ball, or a Card-table, on a 
Sunday. 


In like manner, ſome centuries 
ago, had one Chriſtian propoſed to 
another to take him to caper all 
night at a BALL, he would either 
have thought him mad, or, that 
Inſtead of renouncing all the pomps 
and vanities of this wicked world 
(4), he intended to renounce his 
e. 


Thus we ſee that cuſtom is well 
called a ſecond nature. Cuſtom has 
the mighty power of confounding 
right and wrong, and ia the eyes 
of a deluded world can turn virtues 


into vices, and vices into virtues. 
8 Cuſtom 


(4) Baptiſmal Vow. 


— _ 
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Cuſtom has transformed that hea- 
venly virtue of humility, which the 


Son of God was practiſing all the 


while he was on earth, into mean- 
neſs of ſpirit, and has conſtituted 
him alone a man of honour, who 
pays his gaming-debts, and ſcorns 
to forgive an injury. Cuſtom eſ- 


teems unchaſtity to be little or no 
fault in a man, yet cuſtom eſteems 
it ſo heinouſly criminal in a wo- 
man, that none of her own ſex 
(except ſuch as ſtand in the ſame 


predicament) will ever aſſociate with 
her ; no, not even though ſhe give 


the moſt evident proofs of a ſincere 


repentance. Whereas if ſhe was 
as full of pride, envy, ill-humour 


and cenſoriouſneſs as ſhe could 


hold, and had every other diabo- 


lical temper concentred in her, yet 
if 
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if (he was free from the ſin of 
incontinence, cuſtom would never- 
theleſs ſuffer her to paſs for a 
woman of ſflrift virtue. 


Theſe are a few inſtances of the 
power of cuſtom in our Chriſtian 
land. And yet how few do we 
find, who do not willingly bow 
down to this bewitching idol ? 
Alas! few indeed. Shall we then 
tamely follow every blind guide that 
aſſumes the name of a Chriſtian ? 

Or, ſhall we not rather make the 
unerring word of God our rule of 
life? Surely we cannot heſitate in 
the choice. 


: Indeed 1 think it may with great 
truth be affirmed, that the formal 
nominal Chriſtian Is an adverſary we 

8 3 have 
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have more need to guard againſt, 
than either the profeſſed Atheiſt, or 
the moſt abandoned Profligate ; be- 
cauſe we ſuſpe&t no harm from the 
former, but are ready to fly from 
the latter as from a toad or a ſer- 
pent. I! is not an open enemy, ſaith 
the Pſalmiſt, hat hath done me this 
diſbonour, for then I could have borne 
it ; neither was it mine adverſary, 
for then, peradventure, 1-would have 
hid myſelf from him; but it was 
thou, my companion, my guide, and 
my own familiar friend (e). Satan 
is never ſo likely to ſucceed with 
thoſe whom he cannot prevail upon 
to run into any groſs ſins, as when- 
he transforms himſelf into an angel 
of light (J); under which maſk 

4 _— 


(e) Pſalm Iv, 12. | (7 2 Cor. xi. 14. 5 
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he has always many uſeful agents 
in the world, by following whoſe 
examples there is too much reaſon 
to fear, that numbers of ſouls have 
been ruined to all eternity, who 
never ſo much as ſuſpected their 
danger, till it was too late to re- 
trieve their fatal error. 


But how ſhould it be otherwiſe, 
whilſt in the depraved age we live, 
multitudes are looked upon as good 
Chriſtians, whom our holy anceſ- 
tors would not have admitted to 
their communion ? Yet theſe mo- 
dern ſaints give into the follies and 
vanities of the world without the 
leaſt heſitation; and thereby be- 
come ſtumbling- blocks to many in- 
experienced ſouls, who, ſeeing ſuch 
people idolized for their Religion, 
think 
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think they may be very ſafe under 


the ſanction of ſuch approved ex- 


amples; but ſurely little need be 
ſaid to demonſtrate the abſurdity of 
ſuch a concluſion; ſince, as J ob- 
ſerved before, there can be no other 


rule of practice but the infallible 
word of God ; therefore, if we ſee 


any perſon chime in with ſuch cuſ- 
toms as are totally oppoſite to the 
Divine precepts therein contained, 
whatever that perſon may be in the 
opinion of the world, and of his 


own deceitful heart, he is by no 
means a proper model for a Chriſ- 


tian to copy after, Who is called 

upon by all his hopes of Heaven 

to walk in the paths of that Sa- 

viour, who left us an example that 

we ſhould follow bis ſteps (g): Þ 
x i that 


(8) 1 Pet, ii, 21. 


>; 
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that the great pattern propoſed to 
our imitation, is that of Chriſt 
himſelf; and it is our conſtant and 
undoubted duty to imitate him to 
the very utmoſt of the abilities 
which God gives us, and in the 
ſame degree that the primitive 
Chriſtians did; for the ſame IE Sus 
died for us, that died for them, 
and if we expect the ſame reward, 
he expects the ſame obedience ; 
yet ſo different are the lives of the 
generality of Chriſtians now, from 
what they were in the firſt ages 
of the Church, that the ſpirit of 
the Goſpel is nearly extinct in moſt 
of its profeſſors, who ſeem to look 
upon the imitation of Chriſt as a 
chimerical thing, and to ſuppoſe 
that ths holineſs of the firſt Chriſ- 
tians 
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tians is rather to be admired than 
* by us. 


Were St. Ignatius, St, Polycarp, 
St. Cyprian, or any other of thoſe 
pious Fathers to riſe from the dead, 
and take a view of our metropolis, 
and after having ſpent ſome time 
in it, to hear (by chance) that it 
was a Chriſtian city, that the inha- 
bitants of it were ingrafted into the 
Church by Baptiſm, and profeſſed 
_ themſelves to be diſciples of the 
bleſſed Jesus; judge, if you can, 
how great would be the ſurpriſe of 
any of theſe holy men at ſuch an 
account, 'I am apt to think they 
would with great difficulty be made 
to credit it ; a plain proof how far 
the power of cuſtom and example 
may be prevalent to caſt a blind- 
neſs 
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neſs over ſuch as profeſs and call 
themſelves Chriſtians; a blindneſs ten 
thouſand times more dreadful than 
Egyptian darkneſs, inaſmuch as it 
is more deplorable to have a veil 
drawn over the eyes of our ſouls 
than over the eyes of our bodies, 


But you object, that * all this 
* {triftneſs and continual holy walk- 
ing with God, may be the means 
of prejudicing others againſt re- 
* ligion, by making them look up- 
© on it as an irkſome employment, 
* and inclining them to think that 
* there is no ſuch tning as living 
© according to what is here laid 
down; whereas, by now and then 
_ © conforming a little to the world, 
* we make Chriſtianity appear ami- 
* able in the eyes of others, and- 

| thereby 
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thereby take the beſt method of 
* recommending it to thoſe about 
© 03; 


I hope I have already ſaid ſuffi- 


cient, in the third Section, to ſhew 


the unreaſonableneſs of that objec- 
tion, fo often brought againſt true 


religion by thoſe, who, reſting in 


externals, ate ignorant of it's life, 
power and comfort, (vz.) that it 


is a melancholy or irkſome ſervice ; 


and that I have fully proved it to 


be (what our Church affirms) per- 


feet freedom (b), and the only 
| ſource of that holy, ſpiritual, ſolid 
Joy, with which a flranger inter- 


meddleth not (i), and which the 
world 


00 Second Collect for Morning Prayer, 
(i) Prov. xiv. 10. 
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world can neither give nor take 
away. I proceed now to that for- 
midable argument in favour of diſ- 
en * that by too much ſtrict- 
* neſs we caſt a prejudice upon reli- 
gion, whereas by now and then 
* conforming a little to the world, 
* we make it appear amiable in the 
eyes of others, and take the beſt 
* method of recommending it to 
C thoſe about us. 


I would charitably hope, that 
they who make this objection, real- 
ly make it through ignorance, and 
that they believe they have the 
word of God on their ſide; for if 
it be contrary to 11 it muſt be 
allowed invalid. - Now, do you 
find any ſuch texts as theſe 
throughout the whole Bible: * Be 
L © A LITLE 
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© A LITLE conformed to this world." 
* Take heed that you be not Too © 
© LIKE your Father . which 1s in 
Heaven. — Shocked as you would 
be even at the ſuppoſition of this 
being the advice of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, yet it is the very lan- 
| guage of thoſe who ſtand up for 
a moderate ſhare of worldlineſs, leſt 
a continual ſpiritual walk, and too 
great a conformity to the image of 
_ Chriſt, ſhould raiſe a prejudice 
againſt religion in the minds of 
others. 1 


But let us illuſtrate this by a 
familiar inſtance or two, in order 
to put the caſe in a true and clear 
light. 


Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe you were willing to diſ- 
ſuade a perſon from the ſins of 
lying or ſwearing, how would you 
go about it? Would you think it 
neceſſary to lie and ſwear now and 
then A LITTLE yourſelf, for fear 
your total abſtinence from theſe 
fins, and your hearty proteſtation 
againſt them ſhould prejudice the 

_ perſon againſt that holineſs which 
the Goſpel abſolutely requires, and 
without which 20 man fhail ſee the 
Lord? Again: by way of deſtroy- 
ing in others thoſe hateful. tempers 
of the fallen nature, anger, re- 
venge, envy, malice, and pride, 
would you aſſert that it was adviſe- 
able for you to be @ little angry, 
a little revengeful, a little envious, 
a little malicious, and to ſhew what 
, -- a 
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the world calls a decent pride? 
Now, if you think this a very 
ſtrange way of curiny (theſe fins in 
others, you plainly ſee the force of 
your own argument for an occa- 
ſional compliance with and con- 
formity to the ways of the world, 
in order to make others heavenly 
minded, and for fear of prejudicing 
them againſt religion, by what you 
call an over-/irifneſs; and be aſ- 
ſured, that whatever Converts you 
make to ſuch a religion as this, 
and however they may approve of 
your divided walk between God 
and Mammon, they are not Converts 
to the vital power of evangelical 
holineſs, and approve not of your 
life and converſation, for what they 
ſee in you conformable to the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, but for what they 


ſee 
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ſee in you agreeable to the tempers 
2nd diſpoſitions of their own hearts, 
—— But, as that religion which 
pleaſes the world, will never pleaſe 
God; conſequently, that religion 
which pleaſes God, will never pleaſe 
the world (k). 


Trne it is, that all unneceſſary 
ſingularity ſhould be avoided ; (for 
the Chriſtian's is a rational, as well 
as an holy character) and every 
appearance of enthuſiaſm or ſuper- 
ſtition, ſhould be watchfully guard- 
ed againſt ; but then, do not let us 
call things by wrong names, but 
let us remember that there is a 
neceſſary, as well as an wnneceſſary 
Lngularity 3 ; for if, of the many that 
n are 


(4) Jobn xv. 19. 
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are called, there are but few choſen, 
it is as certain that theſe few, who 
are emphatically ſtiled the light of 
the world (I), muſt be diſtinguiſhed 
from the many, as that light itſelf 
is diſtinguiſhable from darkneſs. A 
city that is ſet on an hill (ſaith our 
Saviour) cannot be hid, neither do 
men light a candle, and put it under 
a buſhel, but on a candleſticł, and it 
giveth light unto all that are in the 
houſe, Let your light ſo ſhine before 
men, that they may ſee your good 
Works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven (7: 


Let me then conclude this Sec- 
tion, with an addreſs to the reader, 
from the ingenious and pious Mr. 


Mefes 


| (2) Mat. v. 14. (a) Mat, v. 1416. 
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Moſes Browne's Eſſay on the Uni- 
verſe. 


O tear the films from thy diſ- 
* temper'd eyes, 


5 . to be manly, virtuous, 
© good and wiſe, 
© Diſtruſt the joys in vain allure- 
ments plac'd, 
« Falſe is the reliſh of the fev rſh 
5 266, 
Some to their idol gold an ho- 
* mage pay, 
© Some dream their ſoft luxurious 
© hours away; 
© Th' adjuſted dreſs, the compli- 
ment, the ball, | 
c 


The play, the trifling viſt waſtes 
0 them mn | 


SECT. 
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SECTION VI. 


AVING ſhewn that the 
reaſon why many people are 
apt to fancy they can go to BALLs 
without committing any fin, is en- 
tirely owing to the force of cuſtom 
and example; I would now beg 
leave to offer a ſerious admonition 
to all ſuch as have hitherto been 
frequenters of them, and are any 
ways concerned about their ever- 
laſting welfare. 


Now, fince the power of cuſtom 
and example is ſo great, and ſo 
much depends upon our conforming 
or not conforming to it; let me 
intreat 
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intreat you, in the words of the 
beloved diſciple, not to believe every 
ſpirit, but to try the ſpirits whether 
they are of God (n), before you 
ſuffer yourſelf to be led by them: 
Remember that Chriſt himſelf hath 
told us, that not every one that ſaith 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
kingdom of beaven, but he that doeth 


the will of his Father which is in 


heaven (o); and whatever a ſleepy 
_ conſcience may perſuade any man 


to think of himſelf, becauſe he ſees 


many in. his own opinion worſe, 


yet St. Paul tells us, not he that 
commendeth himſelf is approved, but 
whom the Lord commendeth (p); 
and our Saviour ſays in another 


place 


(2) 1 John iv. r. 


() Mat. vii. 21. 
(2) 2 Cor. x. 18. Ex E 25 


—— . ———— ü — — 
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place, that which is highly efleemed 
amongst men, is abomination in the 


Jight of God (J). 


Now, the word of truth aflures 
us, that 70 be carnally minded is 
death (r), that the friendſhip of the 
world is enmity with God (s), that 
Wwe mujt neither love the world, nor 
_ the things that are in the world; 
and that if any man love the world, 
tbe love of the father is not in bim 
(t) : that the end of thoſe who mind 
earthly things is deflrudtion (u): that 
if any man have not the ſpirit of 
Chriſt he is none of his (w): that 
as many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, 


() Luke xvi. 15. (r) Rom. viii. 6. 
(%) James iv. 4. (t) 1 John ii. 15. 
(a) Philip. iii. 19, (u) Kom. vii. 9. 
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God, they are the Sons of God (x) : þ 
that the fruits of the Spirit are love, 1 
joy, peace, hng-ſuffering, gentleneſs, | 
gooaneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance, — 


() that unleſs Chrijt be in us, we 
are reprobates (3) : that whatſoever 
wwe do in word or in deed, we muſt 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesvs, 
giving thanks to God and the Father 
by him (a) : that we muſt be holy in 
all manner of converſation (b) : and 
ſpall be called upon to give an account 
of. every idle word at the day of 
Judgment (c): that we muſt in any 


wiſe rebuke our neighbour, and not | 
ſuffer fin upon him (d) that our 
Speech muſt be always with grace (e), 


and 


— 


_— — — "tb _ 


. 


(x) Rom. viii. 14. (5) Gal. v. 22. 
(z) 2 Cor. xiii. 5. («q) Coboſſ. iii. 17. 
(% 1 Pet. i. 15. {c) Mat. xii. 36. 
(4) Lev, xix, 17. (e) Coloſſ. iv. 6, 


— = 


- - -- — 
„ 


— 
2 2 —— — — 
0 _— ” 


{8 

il 
i 
1 
1 


1 
+1 


— — ———————  ——— — - — — — — — ——— — 
— 


132 Addreſs relating to BALLS, &c. 


and our communication to the uſe of 


edifying, fit to minijler grace unto 


the hearers (f) : that our converſa- 
tion muſt be in heaven (g), and ſuch 
as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt (bh). 


As theſe paſſages are only a ſmall 
ſpecimen of the conſtant language 
of our Saviour and his Apoſlles, 
what pretenſions can they have to 


the name of Chriſtians, in whom 


ſcarcely any of the before-men- 
tioned marks are to be found; in- 
ſomuch that they are as totally ig- 


norant of the life and power of 


Religion, as a blind man is of co- 
lours; and know no more of a 


change of heart, than they do of 


"Uh 


(F) Ephef, iv. 29. (g) Philip. ili. 20. 
(4) Philip. i. 27. 1 


TH li Wt 
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the change of earth for heaven, or 
of their natural for a ſpiritual 
body ? yet, ſome-how or other, theſe 
unhappy fſelf-deceivers contrive to 


keep conſcience quiet by ſome for - 


mal external duties, and by flatter- 
ing themſelves that as they have 
never been guilty of any groſs, 


enormous fins, they are as ſure of 
heaven as if they were there al- 


ready ; little thinking how much 
iniquity lies lurking in their hearts, 
and that the holy law of God con- 
demns all thoſe who have not ſe- 


cured an intereſt in the Redeemer, 

for the leaſt ſinful thought or in- 

dulgence, as well as for the moſt 

notorious acts of wickedneſs; the 

word of God being, as ſaith St. 

Paul, a diſcerner of the thoughts and 
os ke. 
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intents of the heart (i), and requiring 
truth in the inward parts (k). But 
though the Apoſtle tells them fo 
plainly that 70 be carnally-minded is 
death (I) ; that the friendſhip of the 
world 1s enmity with God (m); and 
that F any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in bim (u); 
yet they read theſe alarming texts 
with as much unconcern as if they 
had nothing to do with them; 
whilt the ſame love of this world, 
the ſame attachment to its cuſtoms, 
follies, and vanities, influence them 
as much (if not more) than they 
influence a Jew or an Heathen. 
_ wide then are theſe diſpoſi- 
tions 


(i) Heb. iv. 12. (4) Pſalm li. 6. 
(9) Rom. viii. 6. (n) James iv. 4. 
(2) 1 John ii. 15. | 
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tions from that deadneſs to the 
world, and that humble, child-like 
' temper, without which, our Lord 
hath declared, that, we cannot enter 
into the kingdom of Heaven (o)? 


Again: though we are ſo poſi- 
tively told in Scripture, that unleſs 
Jeſus Chriſi be in us we are repro- 
bates (p), and that if any man have 
not the Spirit of Chriſs, be is none of 
Eis (q); yet, far from having this 
Spirit of Chriſt, or deſiring to have 
it, there are many who are quite 
_ enraged againſt them to whom it 
has pleaſed the Lord to give his 
Spirit; and fancy that hey do God 
ſervice, when they exclaim againſt | 
M 2 them 


(o) Mat. xviii. 3. () 2 Cor. xili. 5. 
(4) Rom, viii. 9. | 7 | 
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them as enthuſiaſts, fools, and 
madmen: hereby plainly proving 
themſelves to be none of Chriſt's, 
but to be of thoſe natural men, 
who, as St. Paul declares, cannot re- 
cerve the things of the Spirit of God, 
| becauſe they are fooliſhneſs unto them 
(r); and therefore (as the author 
of the book of Wiſdom tells us) 
account the life of the truly religious 
man to be madneſs (s). 

Moreover, when we are ſo ſtrict- 
ly enjoined 70 exbort one another 


daily (t); to be holy in all manner of 
converſation (u); and to let our 


communication be to the uſe of edi 1 
Ng, fit to miniſter grace unto the 
Con bearers 


(7) 1 Cor. ii. 14. (5) Wild, v. 4. 
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hearers (w); is it not amazing that 
multitudes of ſouls ſhould be ſo 
infatuated as to fancy themſelves to 
be in a ſafe ſtate, whilſt they live 
in a total neglect of theſe expreſs 
commands, and can ſit and rack 
their inventions to rake up all the 
nonſenſical chat of the town, and 
had rather talk for hours together 
upon the moſt trifling ſubjects, than 
for a moment upon the one thing 
needful i); inſomuch that religious 
converſation, which is ſo eſſential a 
part of our duty, and the delight 
of every true believer, is almoſt the 
only kind of diſcourſe that is ex- 
cluded, not only in public compa- 
nies, but even amongſt intimate 
friends in their more retired hours. 


M 3 | 


(w) Eph. iv. 29. (x) Luke x. 42. 
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It is true, we are commanded to 
be wiſe as ſerpents as well as barmleſs 
as doves (y); and we are cautioned 
not to caſt our pearls before ſwine, 
nor to give that which is holy to 
dogs (z); but then is it not very 
uncharitable to rank any amongſt 
dogs and ſwine, before we can tell 

whether they will hearken to us 
or not? I am not for ſtunning 
people with religious diſcourſe, 
where we perceive an utter aver- 
ſion to it; neither am I for cruelly 
neglecting the opportunities of being 
_ uſeful to their immortal ſouls, when 
ſuch opportunities offer ; eſpecially 
as there are not very many com- 
panies into which a Chriſtian can 
: _ enter, 


(3) Mat. x, 36. (2) Mat, vil. 6, 
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enter, where, if they are not bene- 
fited by his converſation, he has 
not cauſe to fear being hurt by 
theirs. I know there are ſome who 
will never open their lips about 
Religion in their converſation with 
others, becauſe truly they are afraid 
of diſguſting them, and think that 
if they ſet a good example, that is 
ſufficient ; but, though I allow that 
example in general goes farther than 
precept, yet both being equally com- 
manded in the word of God, the 
obſervance of the one will be no plea 
for the omiſſion of the other; and 
indeed, that man can hardly be faid 
to practice the duties of Chriſtianity 
himſelf, who lives in the neglect 
of ſo material a branch of it as 
that of brotherly admonition muſt 
be allowed to be, as well for pri- 
vate 
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vate Chriſtians, as Miniſters, — It 
wonld be a very uncommon way 
of teaching muſick, was a maſter 
of that ſcience only to play himſelf, 
without giving any niruGzone to 


| his ſcholars. 


Was the whole of what paſles 
at moſt of our modern viſits to be 
taken down in writing, and after- 
wards ſent to the preſs, under the 


title of An Evening's Converſation 


amongs a company of profeſſed Chrif- 
tians, who are called upon to let 
their communication be to the uſe of 

edifying, fit to miniſter grace unto the 
bearers :* I leave you to judge what 
kind of a mixture it would be. 
Yet it is entirely for want of the 
excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 
Jy us 
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Feſus our Lord (a), and of that in- 


exhauſtible fund for converſation 
with which his dving love furniſhes 
every real Chriſtian, that (when the 
kind Card-Table no longer affords re- 
lief) ſo many are taken up in hearing 
and relating the follies and miſeries 
of every neighbouring family, and 
the dull tireſome account of every 
trifling occurrence ſince they met 
laſt; whilſt all the glorious truths. 
of Redemption are as much kept 
out of ſight as if they were the 
lies of mercenary Prieſts, or the 
e of human nature *, 


Now 
( Phil. ili. 8. 


9 | See an . Diſcourſe by the Ber. 
Mr. Venn, intituled, The Variance between 
Real and Nominal Chaiſtians conſidered, and 

13 "we 
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Now can there be a more diſmal. 
ſign that there is not a ſpark of 
Religion in ſuch hearts? For, where 
the treaſure is, there will the heart 
be alſo (b); and out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth ſpeaks 
eth (c). The Glutton's delight is to 
talk of eating ;. the Drunkard's of 
drinking; the Sportſman's of his 
horſes and dogs; the moſt agree- 
able topic to a fine Lady 1s dreſs 
and diverſions; and the Chriſtian 
is never ſo happy, as when dif- 
courſing about the things of God 
and his ſoul, This is an infallible 
__ touch- 


the Cauſe of it explained, Printed for J. 
Townſend, at the Corner of cones in 
Pleet- Street, 


9 7 (b) Mat, vi. 21: (e) Mat, xii. 34. 
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touch-ſtone whereby we may try 
ourſelves; therefore, wo unto thoſe 
whoſe hearts condemn them in this 


reſpect. 


Nevertheleſs, fo little true Reli- 
gion is there amongſt many formal 


Church- going people, that I wiſh it 


were an exaggeration to ſay, that 
they have not only a perfect loath- 


ing to all holy diſcourſe, but would 
even look with aſtoniſhment upon 
any perſon, and either think his 
head turned, or that he was guilty 


of a breach of polite behaviour, 


ſhould he dare in their preſence to 


mention the exceeding great love of 


our Maſter, and only Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt in dying for our fins (d), or 


even 


(4) Communion Service. 
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even to introduce his ſacred Name, 


except in witty ſayings or profane 
exclamations. 


Thel are diſtinguiſhing marks 
whereby the nominal profeſſor * may 
be often diſcerned ; let us now ſee 


how theſe real enemies and utter 


rangers 


* Soft tbou one that is wiſe in his own 


| conceit, ſaith Solomon © there is more hope of 
a fool than of him; ſo of all perſons what- 


ever, the moral, ſelf-righteous Phariſees are 


the moſt unwilling to receive the Goſpel. 
'The foundation of our reconciliation with 


God muſt be laid in a deep heart-felt humi- 
liation, ariſing from a thorough ſenſe of our 
original and actual guilt : till this be the 
caſe, it is impoſſible we can have any true 


longings after the bleſſings of Redemption, 
for they that are whole, (that is, they who 
think themiſclves ſo) need not a phyſician, but 


| thoſe that are fick, as our Saviour himſeif aſ· 
ſures us. Mat. ix. 12. 
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ſtrangers to true Religion are de- 
ſcribed in Scripture. 


Solomon calls them 2 generation 


that are pure in ther own eyes, and 


yet not cleanſed from their filthineſs 
(e). The prophet Jaiab, and after 


him our bleſſed Saviour, calls them 
'@ people that honcureth God with 
their lips, whilſt their heart is far 


from him (). Holy David ex- 


poſtulates with them in the follow- 


ing words; What haſt thou to do 
to declare my ſtatutes, or that thou 


ſhouldf take my covenant in thy 
mouth ; ſeeing thou hateſt inſlruftion, 


and alle. my words behind thee 


00 St. Paul deſcribes them, as 


N . having 


(e) Prov. Xxx. 12. (J) Ika. xxix, 13. 
(g) Piala J. 16, 17. J 
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having the form of godlineſs, 
denying the power thereof (5). 
is ſaid of them, Rev. ili. 1. that 
they have a name to live, and are 
dead. Laſily, they are thus deſcribed, 
and the following tremendous ſen- 
| tence is pronounced againſt them 
by our Lord himſelf, from the 
mouth of his holy Angel. Rev. ili. 
15, 16, 17. 1 know thy works, that 
thou art neither cold nor hot; 1 
would thou wert cold or bot; fo then 
becauſe thou art lukewarm, and net- 
ther cold nor bot, I will ſpue thee 
out of my mouth: becauſe thou ſayeſt, 
1 am rich, and increaſed in goods, 
and have. need of nothing; and knows- 
e not that thou art wretched and 
mi ue, and poor, and blind, and 
nuafed; 


(%) 2 Tim. il. 3. 


. 
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naked ; therefore anoint thine eyes 


with WO that thou mayeſt 18 


When we obſerve the genera- 
lity of people who are called Chriſ- 
tians, how many more do we ſee 
who anſwer theſe marks than thoſe 


before given: A diſmal proof that 
numbers are loſt through a falſe 
confidence of ſalvation, and of the 


truth of our Saviour's prediction 
concerning theſe latter days; that 


becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, the love 


* — ſhall wax cold (i). 


This prophecy is indeed ſo ex- 
actly fulfilled at preſent ; that in- 


ſtead of that Religion, whereby we 
dedicate ourſehves, our ſouls and bo- 


ds dies 


(3) Mat. xxiv. 12. 


3 
| 
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| having the form of godlineſs, but 
denying the power thereof (h). It 
is ſaid of them, Rev. iii. 1. that 


they have à name to live, and are 
dead. Laſily, they are thus deſcribed, 
and the following tremendous ſen- 
tence is pronounced againſt them 


by our Lord himſelf, from the 
mouth of his holy Angel. Rev. iii. 


15, 16, 17. 1 know thy works, that 


thou art neither cold nor hot; I 


would thou wert cold or hot; fo then 


becauſe thou art lukewarm, and nei- 
ther cold nor bot, I will ſpue thee 
out of my mouth : becauſe thou ſayeſt, 
| 4 am rich, and increaſed in goods, 


and have need of nothing ; and knows- 


e not that thou art wretched and 
m — and Poor, and blind, and 


naked 3 


(b) 2 Tim. iii. 5. 
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naked ; therefore anoint thine eyes 


with eye-ſalve, that thou mayeſt ſee. 


When we obſerve the genera- 
lity of people who are called Chriſ- 


tians, how many more do we fee. 
who anſwer theſe marks than thoſe 


before given: A diſmal proof that 


numbers are loſt through a falſe 


confidence of ſalvation, and of the 
truth of our Saviour's prediction 
concerning theſe latter days; that 
becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, the Iove 
of many ſhall wax cold (i). 


This prophecy is indeed ſo ex- 
actly fulfilled at preſent ; that in- 


ſtead of that Religion, whereby we 
_ dedicate ourſelves, our ſouls and bo- 
e N 2 dies 


(i) Mat. xxiv. 12. 
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dies to be a reaſonable, holy, and 
lively facrifice unto God (A), the 
ſkeleton of it ſcarcely remains, 


I fear we ſhall find this aſſertion 
verified in the following character 


of Lucinda. 


(i) Communion Service, 
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SECTION VI. 


T UCINDA is polite, affable, 


obliging, and univerſally eſ- 


teemed by her acquaintance, who 


look upon her as a woman of ex- 
traordinary prudence and piety. She 


would not for the world - omit her 


Morning aud Evening Prayers; ſhe 


conſtantly reads the Palms and Lei- 


ſons of the day: ſhe is never ab- 


ſent from Church on Sundays, and - 
would oftener be there on week- 
days, if ſhe was not prevented by 


engagements to go with her fnends 
into the city, to ſee what Mercer 
, 


29 
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keeps the moſt faſhionable ſilks *; 
or elſe by buſineſs of importance at 
home; ſuch as working in her 
tambour, the reception of ſome vi- 
ſiters, or neceſſary diſcourſe with 
her Milliner; or perhaps it is the 
Dancing-maſter's morning, and ſhe” 
knows her children will not- take 
half the pains they ought in fo 
material a branch of their education, 
unleſs ſhe herſelf is preſent. 
Nobody can be better convinced 
of the neceſſity of viſiting the ſick 
than Lucinda, who not oaly admi- 
niſters medicines to the poor, gratis, 
Es but 


This is called by the Ladies, going 4 
Hopping, when they generally tumble all the 
tradeſmanꝭs goods about, but buy nothing 
at all. 


e 
* a 
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but is always ready to play a cha- 
ritable game at Cards, or to read a 
Comedy to a ſick friend who is in 
danger of being low-ſpirited. 


Lucinda goes every month to the 
Sacrament, beſides the three great 
Feſtivals, and hears her children 
ſay their Catechiſm every Sunday 
evening; ſhe frequently gives ſix- 
pence or a ſhilling to the poor; 
and never dines till after Evening- 
ſervice, upon Aſb- uednęſday, Good- 
friday, and the thirtieth of January, 
when ſhe makes a hearty meal upon 
coſtly fiſh and rich ſauce *. 

Rp a Lucinda 

* Notwithſtanding all Lucinda's duties, I 

fear it may be affirmed that ſhe never prayed 


or faſted in all her life, and that ſhe is an 
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Lucinda is a bitter enemy to 
naughty women, and often tells you 
how much ſhe 1s ſhocked at the 
indecent language of the common 
people in the ſtreets; yet this very 
ſame Lucinda as readily pays her 
money for a place in that choice 
Synagogue of Satan, called a Play- 


houſe (where ſhe enjoys the com- 


pany of many of the rakes and 
proſtitutes of the town) and is as 


much delighted to hear and ſee 
God diſhonoured by the immodeſt 
actions, 


utter ſtranger to every ſpark of charity. 


Whoever will conſider the difference there 


is between praying and ſaying of prayers, 
and look at the deſcription given of charity 


by St. Paul, 1 Cor. xiti. 1—3. and that of 
faſting, by the prophet Iſaiab, Iſai. Iviii. 3, 4» 


| &c. will probably be of the ſame opinion. 


W AA 8 P 
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actions, oaths, and filthy jeſts of 
the actors, as any other perſon in 
the Theatre. The play being fi- 
niſhed, ſhe returns home to ſup- 
per, talks till bed-time, what a 
charming fellow FooTE is, or how 
gloriouſiy GARRICK ſhone ; ſays her 
prayers, and goes to ſleep *. 


| Ranelagh is alſo a favourite di- 
verſion with Lucinda, though ſhe 
would like it much better, if it 
were poſſible to keep out all low 
company, which ſhe was in hopes 

would 


* To ſhew Lucinda in what light the 
primitive Church regarded thoſe who attend- 
ed the public ſpectacles; that noted Father, 
Tertullian, gives an account of a Chriſtian 
woman, who in his time returned from the 
Theatre poſſeſſed with a Devil ; upon which 
he makes this remark, (vix.) that Satan 

we her * bis own * 
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would have been the caſe when 


the price for admiſſion was faiſed 
to Half à crown: But ſince this 


has not had the wiſhed- for effect, 
and Tradeſmen's wives will ftull imi- 
tate their betters, and intrude them- 


ſelves amongst people of faſhion, the 


often comes home juſt ready to 
faint, and declares, that though 
the room was fo crouded, the could 
fcarcely ftir, yet there was a 
a creature there *: 


A violent Not is Train ut 


on, yet ſhe dearly loves a ſnug private 
1 party 


4 


C 


oſten read St. Paul's Epiſtle to Titus, yet 1 


beg leave to remind her that one of the diſ- 


tinguiſbing characters there given of Chriſ- 


tian wives, is, that they are KEEPERS 
Ar Ho uE. Tir. ii. 5. 


Pd 


. A ( 


0 
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party of four or five tables; but, 
notwithſtanding ſhe is immenſely fond 
of Quadrille, yet ſhe never touches 
a Card in the Paſjion-week, nor the 
night before the Communion ; and 
does not much chooſe to play aber 


Wedneſdays or Fridays in Lent, when 
ſhe can avoid it conſiſtently with 


good manners *, 


Lucinda 


* What is Lucinda's reaſon for abſtain- 


ing from Card-playing at theſe ſeaſons, but 


becauſe ſhe is conſcious of the ſtrange im- 


_ propriety of ſuch an employment for thoſe 
who are called upon to redeem the time becauſe 


the days are evil ? Eph. v. 15. and to grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge f our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Cbriſt? 2 Pet. iii. 18. 
Moreover, though ſhe is ſo warm an ad- 
vocate for this way of conſuming her lei- 
ſure hours, yet ſhe would dread the thought 


of being ſummoned before 1% judgment ſeat _ 
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Lucinda is greatly diſcompoſed at 
the inſtitution of the female Coterie, 


and declares, that through this ſo- 


ciety, the Scho aſſembly, and the 
frequency of maſquerades, a vir- 


tuous woman will in a few years be 
a perfect phœnix. 


But if the wickidnef of the age 


_ cauſes Lucinda ſuch. deep concern, 
the preſent growth of Enthuſiaſm 
affords her no leſs matter of regret ; 


inſomuch that often times when ſhe 
is at Cards, ſhe will hold forth be- 


tween the Deals, upon the neceſſity 


of 


of Chrift with a pack of cards in her hands; 

well knowing that in ſuch circumſtances ſhe 
would have little reaſon to hope th-t the 
Br idegroom had found her watching, with her 


lamp trimmed, and her oil burning: Mat. xxv. 
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of keeping a proper medium in 
Religion; but, forſooth, people 
now a- days, muſt be either Saints or 
Devils; though for ber own part ſhe 
is contented to go on in the good old 
way, and is not fo preciſe and ſeru- 
pulous, but that ſhe can ſerve God, 


and take her innocent amuſements 


very well, 


Lucinda has now and then ſome 


twinges of conſcience, but theſe 


are generally ſilenced by calling to 
mind her duties; and by ene 


how much more religious ſhe 
than any of her acquaintance ; Ne 


if this will not do, anothec chapter 


in the Bible, and ſomewhat extra- 
ordinary to the firſt Beggar ſhe 


meets, preſently ſets all to rights 


again. 
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Such is Lucinda, and is ſhe not 
quite a good creature ?. Yet if her 
Religion is to be tried at the bar 
of God's word, ſhe may with- as 
much juſtice ſuppoſe that ſhe ſerved 
in quality of a foot-ſoldier during 


the laſt campaign in Germany, or 


that ſhe fought in a coat of mail 
againſt the Saracens in the holy 
wars, as that ſhe is now clothed with 
| the whole armour of God (I); that 
her life is a ſpiritual warfare, and 
ſhe herſelf a good ſoldier of Jeſus 
Chrift, who endureth hardneſs, and 


is not entangled with the things of 


this preſent evil world (u). 


She may as well imagine that 
the is king a pigtmege with the 


Turks 


Eph. vi. 11, 12, &c. (m) 2 | Tim. i. 3» 4+ 


Fd 
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Turks to Mahomet's tomb at Medi- 
na, or with the Papiſis to the Vir- 
gin Mary's houſe at Loretto, as that 
ſhe is now living like a firanger and 
pilgrim upon earth, looking for a city 
that hath foundations, wg 2 1 lder 
aud maker is God * 


She may 1100 equal propriety 
believe that ſhe has been all her 
life long laid in a coffin, or wrapt 
up in a winding-ſheet ; as that ſhe 
is now dead to the worlg, 4 ber 
l be big with Chriſt in God (o). 


In ſhoit, ſhe has * as much 
an to fancy herſelf already a 
. - glorified Saint in heayen, as that 
there is any poſſibility of. her arriving 

O 2 chere 


.) Heb, xi, 13, 14+ (e) Col. ii. 3. 
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there in the ſtate ſhe is in at pre- 
ſent: Vet how many ſouls are 
building their hopes of ſalvation 
upon ſuch a religion as Lucinda's ? 
and for no other reaſon in the 
world, but becauſe they ſee others, 
who are looked upon as excellent 
Chriſtians, going on in the ſame 
way, and in the ſame wretched 
deluſion with themſelves : whereas, 
if they would candidly ſearch the 
Scriptures, J queſtion not but they 
would find themſelves condemned 
in almoſt every page of the Goſ- 
pel: For the Lord ſeeth not as man 
feeth ; or man looketh at the out- 
ward appearance, but the Lord look- 
= on the Brave 1 5). 


Some 


85 75 I Sam. xvi. 7. 
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Some ls will perhaps cry 
out, Surely this is talking very un- 
charitably, for at this rate how few 
will be ſaved? But they cannot 
tell what they mean, except they 
would have us make God a liar 
and in order to lull our poor fellow- 
creatures into the fatal dream of 
carnal ſecurity, cry, peace, peace to 
their ſouls, where the Lord him- 
ſelf hath ſaid, there is no peace. 
That ſound pillar of our excellent- 
Church, Biſhop 227 in his Cha- 
| words; 1 — it were uncha- 
© ritable to ſay, there are many 


Prfeſſors, few Chriſtians 3 # 


words and forms might carry it, 


ar 


+ Chriſt would have clients „ | 
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Our bleſſed Saviour aſſures us, 
that broad is the way, and wide is 
the gate, that leadeth to deſtruction, 
gnd many there be that go in thereat ; 
and, that narrow is the way, and 
trait is the gate, that leadeth to life, 
and few there be that find it (9): 
Yet how compoſedly do many per- 
ſons repeat theſe awakening paſ- 
ſages, who at the fame time are 


.., confirming the truth of them; and 


though, perhaps, they live in no 
outward enormities, do nevertheleſs. 
ſwim with the ſtream, till they fall 
into the gulph of endleſs miſery. 
But if we allow our Saviour to 
ſpeak truth in theſe places, we can 
have no more terrible proof of our 
E e 


(7) Mat. vii, 13, 14. 
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being in the way that leads to de- 
firuftion, than when we are doing 
as the generality of the world do; 
nor can we have any better evi- 
dence of our being in the right 
way, than when we are reſolved 
to act contrary to the torrent of 
cuſtom, and are regardleſs of being 
thought particular; concerning which, 
| Satan's inſtruments, in order to af- 
fright God's children from their 
obedience, talk ſo learnedly in their 
Lectures upon the neceflity of a 
| PRO: compli ance with the world. 


Again;- when we are told, in 
Scripture, that all who -will live 


godly in Chrift Jeſus muſt ſuffer per- 
Fei on (5 , that the Ri ago of 


beaven 
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heaven ſuffereth violence, and that 
the violent take it by force (s); that 
it is eafier for a camel to go through 


| the eye of a needle, than far 8 rich 


man to enter into the kingdom of 
beaven (t); that whoever will come 


after Chriſt, muſt deny himſelf, and 


take up his croſs daily, and follow 


bim (u); that many are called, but 


few choſen (w), that the righteous 
are ſcarcely ſaved (x); that through 
much tribulation we muſt enter into 


the kingdom of heaven (y); and, 


that many ſhall ſeek to enter in, and 
ſhall not be able (2) : I ſay, when 
we read theſe, and other texts of 


the like nature, we muſt needs ima- 


gine 


] Nat. xi. 12. (:) Mat. xix. 24. 

(2) Mat. xvi. 24. (w) Mat. xx. 16. 

(=) 1 Pet. iv. 18. ( AQts xiv. 22. 
(x) Luke xiii. 24. . 


. 


—— ˙ c % 
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gine, that it is not ſo eaſy a matter 
to get to heaven as many people 
are apt to fancy, who ſeem to have 
found out quite a new road thither, 
very different from hat firait, nar- 
row way, to which our Saviour has 
directed us, and in which whoſo- 
ever now dares to walk, will be 
told that he is righteous over much, 
and ſolemnly cautioned againſt he 

danger of running into extremes, and 

carrying matters too far: But this 
is no more than muſt be expected 
in an age wherein ſo many do at 
once glory in their ſhame (a), and 
are aſhamed of that in which they 


ought to glory (5). An age where= _ 


in formality ſupplies the place of 
| vital Cy: and i in which ſdi- 


ritual 


(a) Philip, iii, 19. (5) Gal. vi. 14. 
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ritual Religion and Enthuſiaſm are 
ſo far become ſynonymous terms; 
that a perſon is looked upon as little 
leſs than mad as ſoon as he comes 


to the right uſe of his underſtand- 


ing. An age wherein the pure doc- 
trines of Scripture and of the Refor- 


mation, are ſet aſide for /ifeleſ+ mo- 


rality and dry fy/iems of ethics; and 


a” ſteady . adherence to the truly 


evangelical. tenets of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, is deemed the mark of a 
weak judgment, and is ſufficient to 


gain a man 4 name of reproach, 
and to make him become a wie "wp 


es the 7 ( a 


Las. us, therefore, as We value 
our immortal ſouls, take heed haw 
we 


(e) Job. avii. 6. 
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we ſuffer ourſelves to be led aſtray 
by any wretched pretenders to 
Chriſtianity, and carefully avoid all 
thoſe ſnares that the Devil and his 
adherents have © eſtabliſhed in this 
land, which fo juſtly deſerves to 
be viſited by the judgments of. a 
righteous God, for our crying ſins 
and horrible lukewarmneſs. 


Let us reflect what thoſe who 


have been cut off without having 
made their peace with God through 
Chriſt their Redeemer, and. have 


felt the puniſhments of the damned 


let us, I fay, reflect what they 
would do, could they begin their 


lives again, or obtain one ſuch op- 


portunity of repentance, as God of 
his infinite mercy now vouchſafes 
to us. Wauld my waſte 18 4 of 


the ir 
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their precious time in BALLs, and 
ſuch like vanities, and dance for 
hours together upon the frightful 
precipice of eternity, not knowing 
but the next moment might hurry 
them again into thoſe inexpreſſible 
torments they once experienced, 
where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched; where there is 


weeping and wailing, and gnaſhing 
of teeth (4) ? 


Ju ge therefore yourſelves, Bre- 
thren, that ye be not judged of the 
Lord (e), and take heed, according 
to the Apoſtle's advice, that you re- 
Fuſe not him that ſpeaketh from hea- 
ven (J); for the God of Truth 

| | hath 


| (4) Mark ix 44. (e) Communion Service, 
(J) Heb. xii. 25, 
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hath ſaid, that bis ſpirit ſhall not 
always ſtrive with man (g) : To-day, 
therefore, hilft it is called to-day, 
 barden not your hearts ; but calmly 
and ſeriouſly reflect what a fearful 
thing it is to fall into the hands of” 
the living God (), whoſe word 1s 
quick and powerful, and ſharper than 
any two-edged ſword, piercing even 
to the dividing aſunder of ſoul and 
ſpirit (i); and who is even à con- 
fuming fire (k) ; and able to deſtroy 
both body and ſoul in bell (I). 


Conſider, I beſeech you, conſi- 
der, that theſe are not airy phan- 
toms and idle tales, but they are 

1 auyful 


(8) Gen. vi. 3. (&) Heb. x- $5. 
(i) Heb. iv. 12, (4) Heb. xii. 29. 
_ (1) Mat. x. 28. e 
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awful and intereſting truths; truths 
that are founded upon the word of 
| God, and ſuch as ſhould make the un- 
renewed heart of every e OY 
 farmalift to tremble ; wherefore, I 

pray God they may fink deep into 
your conſciences, and excite you to 
fly to Jesvs the Saviour of all that 
truly turn unto him; and if you 
are ſenſible of your need of a Re- 
deemer, and will come as a loſt, 
_ undone ſinner, not truſting in your 
own righteouſneſs, but in God's ma- 
nifold and great mercies (m), there 
is no doubt but he will waſh you 
clean by his precious all-atoning 
blood, and clothe you with the 
robe of his perfe& righteouſneſs. 
Being thus made free from fin, and 
| become 


£ (n) Communion Service. 


— 
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become ſervants to God, be urgent in 
imploring the continuance of divine 
grace, to enable you to walk qwwor- 
thy of your vocation, in all holineſs 
and good works. Then. ſhall you 
find, (but never by the palliating 
and ſuperficial divinity of too many 
in our days,) that the ways of Re- 
ligion are ways of pleaſantneſs, and 
that all her paths are peace (n). 


(u) Prov, iii. 17. 
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The CONCLUSION. 


PFAVING anvrered the ar- 


guments commonly brought 


in vindication of BALLs, and pro- 
duced ſeveral proofs of their evil 


tendency and actual wickedneſs : 
having ſhewn the reaſons why, ne- 
vertheleſs, theſe diverſions have got- 


ten ſuch root, and the ſinfulneſs 
of them is ſo little perceived, that 


many unwary ſouls go to them 
without ſuſpecting their danger: 
having admoniſhed you to beware 


of a blind conformity to cuſtom, 


and of the examples of nominal 


Cbriſtians, and given ſome marks 


whereby ſuch may generally be 
BO VDV 
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diſcerned from thoſe who are Chri/- 
lians altogether : and laſtly, having | 
exhorted you to flee from the wrath 
to come (o); unto Him who is able ; 
and willing to /ave to the uttermoſt ; 
all that come unto God by him (p); | 
I cannot yet conclude, without ob- | 
ſerving that it is indeed a melan- | 
choly reflection, that cuſtom ſhould | 
have ſo far blinded the eyes of | 
many, as to make a demonſtration | 
of this kind neceſſary; but fince 
this is the caſe, all proper care, 

hope, has been taken to ſet forth 

theſe enormities under their true 
colours, which, I truſt, I have now /, 
done without the leaſt aggravation; 
and if it can be proved that I have Ib. 
aſſerted any thing whatever, that 

| is 


(e) Mat, iii. 7. (p) Heb. vii. 39+ 
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is not ſtrictly agreeable to holy 
Scripture and plain Reaſon, I readily 
give up the point *. 


+0 


* Though, I truſt, J have advanced no- 
thing againſt Bails and Plays, but what can 
be warranted by the beſt authority; yet I 
may be perhaps thought rather too ſevere 
in having cenſured THE FLOURISHING 
TRADE Or CARD-PLAYING: for, fince 
we read in hiſtory of a Roman Emperor who 
ſpent his time in catching flies, ſurely we 
may juſtly claim the priviledge of diverting 
_ ourſelves a few hours in an evening (eſpe- 
cially as it may be done fo very conſiſtently 
with the faſhionable ideas of piety) in count- 

ing black and red ſpots, and aſking, IFhat's 
trump, who ſhuffled, who cut, and who dealt? 
1 forbear mentioning the peeviſh and ava- 
ricious tempers which are too often confpi- 
cuous. at a Card table; as well as the fibs 
which are told about what is won or loſt, 
And 
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I am ſenſible, that if any body 
in the firſt ages of the Church had 
attempted to prove that no Chriſti- 
an could go to BaLLs, PLavs, 
RouTs, REvEeLLINGs, and ſuch 
like, without diſgracing his holy 
profeſſion ; his arguments would 
have been looked upon to be as 
unneceſſary, as thoſe of a man 
who, in theſe days, ſhould write 
a folio in order to prove that the 
Sun ſhines on a bright day; and his 
labour as needleſs, as that of one 
who ſhould go through all the rules 
5 355 


And though we ſhould be, free from theſe 

tempers ourſelves (which I believe, however, 
is very difficult upon ſuch occaſions,) yet we 

certainly ought not to be inſtrumental in 
ſtirring them up in the hearts of others. 
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of arithmetic to ſhew that 77s and 
two make four ; but, 


Tempora mut antur, nos et muta- 
mur in illis? 


The Church could once her Golden - 


Ages boaſt ; 
But fad experience Proves thoſe 
Ages loft! ⁵ ô.᷑A 
SHA 
5 Ted -1 
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